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PREFACE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It should become some kind of development aid 
– Vita nova – to keep the Cistercian monastery 
of Zwettl young and progressive. That´s why 
we asked Prof. Kvarda and Prof. Treberspurg of 
the BOKU in Vienna to run a students´ 
workshop dealing with solutions for current 
problems of the monastery 

• to take pleasure in innovation 

• to get a fresh impetus by young 
people. 

 

The high quality results were surprising and full 
of inspiration. 

 

In the name of the convent I have to thank all 
those who worked extraordinary engaged on 
the realization of these ideas, above all the 
university professors and students. 

 

As the abbot of Stift Zwettl I wish our convent a 
new spirit of togetherness and solidarity as we 
felt during the very intensive and stimulating 
workshop days. Thanks to their effort we might 
overcome those hard times and we should be 
able to manage the monastery further on to 
show our real profession of faith. 

 

Vita nova – both gift an commitment. But all 
these engaged people should not have worked 
in vain. We will try hard to realize their ideas 
and we like to invite everybody to help us 
renew the monastery of Zwettl. 

 

 

 

Wolfgang Wiedermann 
Abbot 

Monastery of Zwettl 
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PREFACE OF THE EDITORS 
Martin Treberspurg (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria) 

 

 

 

 

Soon after I started in January 2004 my new 
work as professor for Sustainable Constructions 
at the University of Natural Ressources and 
Applied Life Sciences in Vienna I got a phone 
call from Frater Cosmas of Stift Zwettl. He – DI 
Riedl, a young graduated architect – is now as 
monk responsible for the buildings and asked 
me for help to restore the unique ensemble of 
baroque green houses. Because I knew Stift 
Zwettl from several visits before as one of the 
most beautiful and important monasteries in 
Austria I promised to do my best at once. I 
found Bertram Chiba, an architectural student 
at the University of Technology in Vienna, 
where I have the lecture “Solares Bauen” since 
1993, to make his Diploma work on this task. 
After one year and some visits in Zwettl this 
work “Revitalisierung von barocken 
Gewächshäusern am Beispiel der 
Gewächshäuser des Stiftes Zwettl” was finished 
on a very high standard in 2005. [1] On 3rd of 
June 2006 the new restored greenhouses made 
by the “Bauhof” of Stift Zwettl under the 
supervision of Frater Cosmas in accordance to 
our maps were opened during a great festival 
as one of the most important destinations of 
the “Festival der Gärten – Kamptal 2006” 
exhibition. [2] 

In 2004 Prof. Werner Kvarda, who is always 
staying at Stift Zwettl for some days near 
Christmas, came with the idea of a Sokrates 
Study at Stift Zwettl. We, Prof. Werner Kvarda, 
Mag. Helmut Schüller (“Katholischer 
Hochschulseelorger”), DI Jürgen Suda and I 
had the first meeting for this project at Stift 
Zwettl on 17th December 2004 with the abbot, 
Frater Cosmas and Frater Severin. There the 
Sokrates Research Study was more defined and 
got the name VITA NOVA by Pater Stefan. At 
February 2005 DI Ulla Ertl made the very 
difficult and big work of the application for this 
project, submitted as an ERASMUS 1st Intensive 
Programme, in a wonderful way. We got the 
permission of the project in August 2005 and 
started our “Kick-Off Meeting” on 2nd November 
2005 in Stift Zwettl. 

Stift Zwettl is beside Stift Rein near Graz and 
Stift Heiligenkreuz near Vienna the third oldest 
Cistercian Monastery in the world, which was all 
time in function. So it is a symbol of stability 
and self-sufficiency since 1137. This means, it 
was an example for sustainability for nearly 900 
years.  

Could Stift Zwettl be also a symbol for “Modern 
Sustainability” for the future in a global world? 
The works of our students will show you some 
ideas on the way of the Stift Zwettl to become a 
”Lighthouse-example for Sustainability” in a 
region of forestry and agriculture in Central 
Europe.  

Literature 
[1] CHIBA, B. (2005): Revitalisierung von 

barocken Gewächshäusern am Beispiel 
der Gewächshäuser des Stiftes Zwettl. 
Diplomarbeit Technische Universität Wien 

[2] TREBERSPURG, M, CHIBA, B (2005): Die 
Gewächshäuser im Prälatengarten des 
Stiftes Zwettl. Österreichische Zeitschrift 
für Kunst und Denkmalpflege Heft 3/4, 
235-245 
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PREFACE OF THE EDITORS 
Werner Kvarda (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria) 

 

 

 

 

The monastery of Stift Zwettl is since 
medieval times an important contributor to the 
surrounding Waldviertel region in Lower 
Austria. It was from the beginning a centre of 
education and intellectual progression. Today a 
new generation of religious scholars and a 
growing number of believers are beginning to 
redefine the interpretation of the creation story 
in the Book of Genesis. At issue is the biblical 
passage where God says to Adam and Eve, 

“Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing moveth upon the 
earth” (The Holy Bible, King James Version. 
Genesis 1:28). Jeremy Rifkin is describing this 
new stage of European human consciousness. 
“The idea of ´dominion´ is being redefined to 
mean ´stewardship´. Human beings are to 
serve as God´s caretakers here on Earth, 
nurturing rather than exploiting and destroying 
his creation.  

Two years ago I was asked by representatives 
of the convent from Stift Zwettl, for rethinking 
about the physical situation of the open spaces 
and built up areas from the monastery and also 
about reconfiguring the various functions. In 
cooperation with Prof. Martin Treberspurg and 
myself, the University of Natural Resources and 
Applied Life Sciences (BOKU) in Vienna was 
submitting a project proposal to the EU in 
March 2005 as an Intensive programme within 
ERASMUS1 called ´VITA NOVA´.  

Thanks to Ulla Ertl and Jürgen Suda, who did an 
incredible good job for realizing this project. I 
want to say thank you to Frater Cosmas and 
Frater Severin, because without their enormous 
support and help we could not have done all 
this work. I want to say thank you to Pater 
Prior and Abbot Wolfgang Wiedermann and the 
convent, for trusting our efforts and educational 
intentions. 

From the very beginning we have seen the 
chance to realize a planning process within a 
transdisciplinary approach between 
technological, ecological, social and human 
science structures, implementing it within the 
religious mission and discussing it with the 
convent. 

An Intensive Programme is a short 
programme of study which brings together 
students and staff from universities in different 
participating countries in order to, encourage 
efficient and multinational teaching of specialist 
topics, enable students and teachers to work 
together in multinational groups, and to test 
teaching methods in an international classroom 
environment. 

The main task of this IP ´Vita Nova´ is, to work 
out new functional concepts for the open spaces 
and the built up environment of the monastery. 
Students from five Danubian countries are 
working in cooperation with representatives 
from the monastery, university and public 
administration, on various projects. Finally we 
will discuss our results, economic and archi-
tectural measures, based on ecological 
design, with other institutions in the Danube 
region.  

Therefore we want to initiate a peaceful future 
development to get equal chances for 
everybody within ecologisation measures. 
This means we have to start preserving and 
conserving our living spaces, then regenerating 
and repairing our living tissues and finally 
strengthening corporate responsibility within a 
sophisticated stewardship. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Ulla Ertl (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria) 

Jürgen Suda (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria) 

 
 

Project concept 
“VITA NOVA – Sustainable development concept 
in the monastery Zwettl” is a project, which is 
submitted by the European Union as an 
Intensive Program (IP) for the academic year 
2005/2006. In co-operation with the monastery 
Zwettl, different European Universities and 
institutions from economy and the local region 
“Waldviertel” sustainable concepts for the 
monastery Zwettl have be developed in order to 
find new impulses for sustainable, future growth 
in monasterial systems for the entire Danubian 
region.  

 

Pict. 1: Image of monastery Zwettl 

Project participants 

Project co-ordinator 

 University of Natural Resources and 
Applied Life Sciences Vienna, 
Department of Structural Engineering 
and Natural Hazards, Institute for 
Structural Engineering, Sustainable 
Constructions, Vienna, Austria 

Project partners 

 Belgrade University, Faculty of Forestry, 
Department for Landscape Architecture 
and Horticulture, Belgrade, Serbia and 
Montenegro 

 Catholic Theological Private University 
of Linz, Institute for Moral Theology, 
Linz, Austria 

 Slovak University of Technology, 
Faculty of Civil Engineering, 
Department of Architecture, Bratislava, 
Slovak Republic 

 University of Applied Sciences 
Weihenstephan, Landscape 
Architecture, Freising, Germany 

 University of Forestry, Faculty of 
Business Management, Department of 

Management and Utilization of Natural 
Resources, Sofia, Bulgaria 

Other institutions 

 Monastery Zwettl (Stift Zwettl), Austria 

 Catholic Community of Universities 
(Katholische Hochschulgemeinde), 
Austria 

 Town Zwettl (Gemeinde Zwettl), Austria 

Project aims 
European monasteries, which form an 
architectural unit with the church´s structural 
facilities and open spaces, are to a large extent 
separated from its surroundings. Due to new 
tasks and necessary economic activities, new 
concepts should be developed in order to 
consider future uses of the buildings of 
monasteries and their open spaces. Particularly 
the question of how similar monasteries in East 
and West can be improved in the future is to be 
regarded. This can be done by concrete 
structural and economic measures, which lead to 
a better integration of the monasteries into the 
region and therefore improve their chances to 
persist. 

Due to the long tradition of monastery Zwettl 
the focus of the IP VITA NOVA was on 
sustainability and integration of modernisation 
measures in a social grown network. 
Furthermore the following key aspects of activity 
have been considered: 

 Regional development: Preservation 
of cultural, natural and economic 
diversity and also maintaining the 
multi-functionality of landscape and its 
ecosystems.  

 Moral theology: Sustainable 
economics in church management, 
question about value and dignity of 
human being 

 Architecture and preservation of 
historical monuments: Cistercian 
architecture, restoration of historical 
buildings, dealing with modern 
reconstructions 

 Sustainable constructions: Feasible 
constructional technologies with 
ecological materials, lowest energy use 
during the period of use 

 Landscape architecture and garden 
design: Restoration of historical 
gardens, development of modern 
concepts of use 
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 Hydraulic engineering: Development 
of protection-concepts and 
constructions in areas with danger of 
flooding 

Together with students from the Danube states 
and with representatives from science, 
administration and the church, solutions for a 
future development of the monastery Zwettl 
were examined in a communicative learning 
process.  

The monastery Zwettl wants to reclaim its 
pioneer role just like in former times! 

Cistertian monastery Zwettl 
The Cistertian monastery Zwettl was founded in 
1137/1138 near the town Zwettl in the 
“Waldviertel” a region of Lower Austria. It is 
situated in a loop of the river Kamp, which is 
typical for Cistertian architecture. In mediaeval 
times Cistercian fraternities tried to be autarkic 
in order to accommodate themselves on their 
own with agricultural and handcraft goods. 
Therefore a “small town” developed inside the 
monastery already during the first decades. In 
historic notes of the monastery Zwettl you can 
find information about practices of agriculture, 
forestry, fish farming, pomiculture, horticulture 
and creation of handwritings.  

Problems of the region Waldviertel 

The region Waldviertel is sparsely populated. It 
has to struggle with migration of the young as 
well as a decrease of birth figures and loss of 
jobs. These problems are typical for rural 
regions all over Europe. 

Due to the Waldviertel’s location, far away from 
bigger cities, the monastery Zwettl is difficult to 
reach by public transport and the rough climate, 
this region attracts only special groups of 
tourists. 

Situation of the monastery- today 

Nowadays the monastery lives mainly on 
incomes from: 

 forestry (2.400 hectare forest),  

 ecological agriculture (110 hectare) and  

 fish farming (sale of carps).  

Furthermore on incomes from: 

 rent and lease of buildings and 
agricultural areas. 

In the last few years some economic services of 
the monastery, which needed a very high 
number of manpower, have been reduced or 
entirely closed. This development has implicated 
that many buildings and free spaces, specially 
the area of the southern part of the monastery, 
have lost their original function and/or are 
vacant today. Most affected buildings were the 
Meierhof, formerly used for agriculture and 
animal husbandry, the sawmill with its open 
spaces, the fish farm with its surrounding 
buildings and the Neumühle, a building in the 
southwest, 15 minutes upstream from the 

monastery. An aggravating circumstance is, that 
most of the mentioned objects are located in the 
flood area of the river Kamp, which last spated 
in 2002.  

The vacancy of some buildings and the 
preservation of the historic building complex is a 
high financial strain for the monastery.  

Modernisation measures 

Revitalisation of tourism was done in the last 
years by making some mediaeval and baroque 
parts of the building complex accessible for 
visitors and guests, such as exhibition rooms, a 
shop and a restaurant. In 2005/2006 the 
building ensemble of the Orangerie, two green 
houses with a baroque building in the centre, 
was renovated and adapted for multifunctional 
utilisation for events. 

It was also very important for the monastery to 
establish accommodation for guests and rooms 
for seminars and education. This institution is 
called “Bildungshaus” and has a good utilisation 
especially during the spring till autumn season. 

Not only the buildings of the monastery have 
been modernised in the last years, many historic 
gardens have been revitalised as well. Especially 
for the garden exhibition “Festival der Gärten – 
Kamptal 2006”, great efforts had been taken to 
revitalise many gardens e.g. Prälaten-, 
Terrassengarten and Kreuzganghof till May 2006 
when the festival started. 

Summing up, in the last years the monastery 
Zwettl has taken many measures to become 
both an attractive destination for tourists and an 
institution of hospitality for guests, according to 
the rules of Benedict. 

 

Pict. 2: Location of Zwettl in Austria/federal 
state of Lower Austria 
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Pict. 3: Site plan of monastery Zwettl 

 

LEGEND 

1 Stiftskirche (monastery church) 

2 Kreuzganghof (cloister court), beginning of the 
Klausur 

3 Chorhof (chorus court) 

4 Konventhof (convent court) 

5 Konventgarten (convent garden) 

6 Abteihof (court) 

7 Konvikt (convict) 

8 Prälatur 

9 Bildungshaus 

10 Klosterladen (Shop) 

11 Youth hostel 

12 Lindenhof (court) 

13 Jungferntrakt 

14 Stephaneum 

15 Orangerie (green houses) 

16 Oberer Prälatengarten (garden) 

17 Unterer Prälatengarten (garden) 

18 Binderhof (court), parking 

19 Garages 

20 Spitalskirche (church) 

21 Administration and building offices 

22 Stiftstaverne (restaurant) 

23 Parking 

24 Graveyard 

25 Secondary school 

26 Doktorhaus 

27 Terrassengarten (garden) 

28 Electricity station 

29 Company Denkwerkstatt 

30 Meierhof (farmyard) 

31 Alte Säge (old sawmill) 

32 Heat power station 

33 Fishery 

34 Neumühle 

34 
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Pict. 4: Wintertime - images of the monastery Zwettl: above left: view of the church from north; above 
right: view from east, middle right: view from south; bottom left: view of the church tower from 
northwest; bottom right: view of the mediaeval bridge, farmyard, “Bildungshaus” and church from 
southeast 
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Pict. 5: Participants of the workshop 

Project procedure 
The IP VITA NOVA consisted on a three-step 
procedure: 

 Kick-Off Meeting and preparation for 
the workshop, 

 Two-week workshop and 

 Follow ups after the workshop 

Kick-Off Meeting and preparation for the 
workshop 

After getting the permission of the submitted IP 
VITA NOVA from the European Union, a Kick-
Off Meeting was organised on 3rd and 4th 
November 2005 in the monastery Zwettl. At 
this meeting the project-coordinator and the 
project-partners made themselves familiar with 
the current major problems of the monastery. 
Following they decided the case studies, which 
should be discussed by the students during the 
workshop, and distributed these topics to the 
individuals who were specialised in this field of 
activity. Moreover the further procedure and 
organisation was defined.  

To get in close contact and to facilitate the 
internal communication between the project 
participants, students as well as teachers, an 
Webpage for e-learning was setup. On this 
webpage important documents for case studies 
and organisational information were 
continuously uploaded. 

Two-week workshop 

The workshop took place from 12th till 26th 
February 2006 in the monastery Zwettl. The 
first week of the workshop was provided for 
visitations of the whole monastery complex, 
various lectures from experts, excursions to the 

company “Sonnentor” and the vineyard 
“Schloss Gobelsburg”, inventory in small 
student groups and at the end a discussion with 
the convent about “visions and future of the 
monastery”.  

A great pleasure was the public evening with 
two lectures from popular experts of economy 
and the Catholic Church about the topic 
“Economic and ethics today – Questions and 
answers about globalisation and ethical 
responsibility in our society”. More than 100 
auditors, mostly people from the local region, 
visited this event. 

During the second week the students had to 
work in small groups, specially considering to 
form a group with students from other 
universities and different disciplines. The 
current major problems of the monastery were 
once again explained to the students, 
summarised to case studies, from those the 
groups could choose one to work on. To give a 
general review, the case studies were: 

 Regional and sustainable development 
of the monastery Zwettl 

 Project Neumühle 

 Revitalisation of the buildings Konvikt 
– Stephaneum – Jungferntrakt 

 Revitalisation of Meierhof and Sawmill 

 Guiding system, Binderhof, Lindenhof 

 Fishery 

 Flood Management in the monastery 
Zwettl 

At the end of the workshop all student groups 
had to present the results of their work in front 
of the convent, teachers and interested persons 
from the local region. Finally the workshop 
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finished with a comfortable get-together. 

Follow ups after the workshop 

After the workshop all students had time to 
finalise their projects and had to submit 
following documents by the beginning of May 
2006: 

 Detailed report of the students’ works 
for the monastery Zwettl 

 Summary of the detailed report and 
curriculum vitae from each participant 
for the Academia Danubiana 
Publication 

 Plan material: Inventory plans, 
analyses plans, design plans 

 Posters for a public exhibition in the 
Orangerie of the monastery Zwettl 

Innovative teaching methods 

Interdisciplinary teamwork 

Due to the participation of different European 
universities with different fields of studies, 
students, teachers and the monastery Zwettl 
had to work together interdisciplinarily. 
Didactical it was very valuable, the mutual 
understanding between various disciplines of 
same tasks and the achievement of content 
results.  

Transdisciplinary transfer of knowledge 

In the context of this project students and 
lecturers did not only gain theoretical 
knowledge but could also put this knowledge 
directly into practice. The results of the project 
findings were discussed and verified with the 
concerned people on location especially with 
regard to practical feasibility.  

Communication tools 

The Co-operation between the participating 
partner universities from several nations 
required the use of new communication 
technologies. Therefore a specially designed e-
learning webpage for intern communication was 
arranged by the University of Natural Resources 
and Applied Life Sciences Vienna, which already 
has much experience in this field. Moreover 
general information of the VITA NOVA project 
was put on the ACADEMIA DANUBIANA 
webpage to inform people, who are only 
interested in this project. Only with the support 
of Dora Kertesz and Claus Rainer Michalek both 
webpages could be administrated well. 

ACADEMIA DANUBIANA is an association, which 
tries to establish a “network of excellence” to 
support sustainable development, ecology and 
at the same time spatial integration of the 
countries in the Danube region. More 
information at www.academia-danubiana.net. 

Future prospects 
The IP VITA NOVA should be the beginning of 
an exemplary development to respond to the 

question of how similar monasteries in East and 
West can be improved in the future by concrete 
structural and economic measures. These lead 
to a better integration of the monasteries into 
the region and therefore improve their chances 
to persist.  

It would make sense to continue the IP for the 
next two years 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 to 
focus on case studies in other disciplines like 
forestry and agriculture to get a holistic view of 
the whole monastery complex. 
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THE PRELATE GARDEN OF MONASTERY ZWETTL 
Frater Cosmas Riedl (Monastery of Zwettl, Austria) 

 

 

The history of the prelate garden in the abbey 
of Zwettl goes nearly back to its foundation. 
There has been the abbot´s house and an 
adjacent garden for guests. 

The garden changed with the various epochs 
and styles. In the 17th century the whole area 
was coated with broken stones so it became 
part of the sunny “Lindenhof” plateau instead of 
the northern slope. We know that the garden 
was wonderfully decorated with grottos, turrets, 
figures and fountains and also with a lot of rare 
plants. Various paintings of these days show 
the gorgeous garden with a garden house in the 
place of today´s “Sommerstöckl” with small 
out-buildings on both sides probably made of 
wood (Pict. 1). 

 

 

Pict. 1: View to the garden house, dated 1689. 

Because of the rough climate the monks of 
Zwettl built the first greenhouses of all Austrian 
monasteries. In 1722 two Orangerys followed 
and the so called “Sommerstöckl”, a baroque 
pavilion planed by Josef Munggenast (Pict. 2). 
Because of the growing collection of plants it 
was necessary to extend and adapt the 
buildings. Mediterranean plants such as orange, 
lemon or bitter orange trees should hibernate 
at about 5 °C on a bright place. More recent 
plant collections demanded even 20 °C and 
therefore also new constructions. It is an 
outstanding feature of the buildings here in Stift 
Zwettl that even today you can read the traces 
of all construction periods: extensions, technical 
innovations, various heatings, new glazing etc. 
During our restoration works we put special 
effort in preserving the old constructions. 

The glass facade of the eastern Orangery had 
to be completely reconstructed because it was 
removed in 1930 and replaced by a plastered 
surface (Pict. 3 and 4). Together with Prof. 
Treberspurg and some students of the BOKU in 
Vienna we tried to find the best solution for the 
new glazing according to future purposes. 
Thanks to the thesis of one very engaged 
student, Bertram Chiba, we were able to proof 
the most economical way of glazing. 

 

Pict. 2: View to the “Sommerstöckl” and two 
Orangerys, dated 1735. 

 

Pict. 3: View to the eastern Orangery with its 
original glass facade, photography 1898 

 

Pict. 4: View to the eastern Orangery with its 
plastered surface, photography before 1940 

The garden and the buildings are one unit. As 
the buildings changed their appearance the 
garden also did so. But through all the times 
the area was divided in an upper garden and a 
lower garden. While the upper garden in front 
of the Orangerys always was planted with 
colourful flower-beds, the lower part was used 
as a vegetable and fruit garden. 

The actual appearance of the upper garden is 
related to 1900. It was not possible to rebuild 
the garden by following exactly the historical 
descriptions. Because some buildings were 
added  like  the  “Stephaneum”,  built  in  1908, 
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Pict. 5: Revitalisation plan of the „Prälatengarten“ (upper garden) 

Pict. 7: Today’s view from „Sommerstöckl“ to 
monastery church 

 

 

that changed the appearance enormously. But 
you can also find some very old trees in the 
upper garden like the two ball thujas at the 
entrance gate, the precious magnolia and the 
Ginkgo tree. 

We completed the flower-beds with rose-trees 
and tapered box-trees. So it became a very 
special arrangement of exotic summer 
blossoming flowers (Pict. 5 and 6). 

 

Pict. 6: Design of “Prälatengarten” 

Also the lower garden changed with the times 
and in the 19th century the gardeners tried to 
turn the kitchen garden into an English garden. 
But the need of the 1920-ies destroyed the 
clear structure of ways, trees and bushes. 

Today we take care of the traditional separation 
of adornment and utility and we started once 
again growing vegetable and fruit for our own 
supply. 

The prelate garden today is completely new 
arranged without any historical obligations but 
according to the old plans of the Renaissance. 

 

 

 



MONASTERY AS AN EXAMPLE OF SUSTAINABILITY 

14  ACADEMIA DANUBIANA 2 / 2006 

MONASTERY AS AN EXAMPLE OF SUSTAINABILITY 
Juraj Berdis (Faculty of Architecture, Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, Slovakia) 

 
On the international workshop IP VITA NOVA in February 2006, the students were dealing 
with the problems of the monastery Stift Zwettl, which has lost its balance in all parts of the 
sustainability: economic, ecologic and social. It was caused through various factors in history 
as well as in the recent time. However the present potential of the development of the entire 
space around is immense. The complex of a monastery, thanks to its traditions in self-
sufficient housekeeping, has got the background for the development of recreation, agro-
tourism and education activities in the field of life environment preservation. 

 

 

Loss of Balance in the Monastery 
The Cistercian monastery in Zwettl in Lower 
Austria is suffering on economic, personal, and 
ecologic problems. The Gothic and Baroque 
complex of architectural monuments consumes 
much afford in care and renovation, demanding 
financial and personal resources. The Order 
owns some estates in form of forests, fields, 
vineyards and fish lakes. At the end of the 18th 
century great part of the church property has 
been nationalized by the order of Joseph II. The 
profits from the rest of the agricultural area are 
no longer sufficient for the financing of the 
growing expenditures of the renovation of the 
monastery complex.  

An important role plays the fact, that in the 
recent years the Church and the Cistercian 
order recorded a dramatic drop of those, who 
are interested to enter the monastery and the 
number of the monks was decreased to 23. 
Only 11 of them are still living in the cloister, 
because 12 priests out of them are serving on 
the parishes in the surrounding. The other 11 
have now got problems to manage the 
situation.  

The monastery is situated in a picturesque 
valley of Zwettl (Slavonic origin of the name: 
Svetlá dolina) on the river Kamp (a northern 
affluence of the Danube), that floods from time 
to time. During the last flood several buildings 
as stables and warehouses were damaged. 
Except of the small water power plant they 
were for years not used and empty. In stead of 
tearing the not used buildings down definitely 
and creating so inundation and retention area 
on the river, it is being planed to invest into this 
building, and they are now searching for 
suitable functions for this buildings.  

The monastery was in the history a symbol of 
self-sufficiency and stability, today we would 
say sustainability too. Today it is dealing with 
problems in the already mentioned 
sustainability in all its parts: economic, social 
and ecologic. The international workshop IP 
VITA NOVA organized by Prof. Werner Kvarda 
and Prof. Martin Treberspurg, was directed to 
searching new life of the cloister and direction 
and art of its development.  

Threat of Globalisation  

I think it is a pity that the cost of the next 
renovation of the church lays only on the 
shoulders of the monastery, because it brings 
the harmony of the life in the monastery out of 
balance. The church as well as the whole 
monastery are cultural monuments of a 
national or maybe of an international value and 
the renovation of such a structure needs also 
an international funding. That is also the reason 
why the monks are now trying to find the 
solution of a global scale – the globalization.  

The worst mistake you can make when you 
loose and try to find balance again is to rise to 
your toe tips.  

The monks are producing almost nothing 
directly. The monastery has got regular 
employees, the some property, fields and 
vineyards were rented to several farmers and 
the monks are now in the position of managers, 
very similar to feudal rulers. The products from 
their land are of a very high quality, produced 
in a nature-like way, but to gain more money it 
is being exported to the whole world, which is 
in fact not so nature-like. I mean exporting 
even a high quality tea to Japan is a shame for 
the our age and nothing to be proud of. A 
better way would be to sell the products for a 
wide lower price in the region where it is 
produced. I think to work half an hour in the 
factory to afford only one package of tea is not 
the real thing. It can’t be considered as a 
dumping when the price will be set a bit lower 
for the consumers from the nearby region. But 
of course the price has to be calculated, to not 
get in to the minus. Then I am sure that it 
would be possible to sell all the products in the 
region. Because those who would like to taste 
the marvellous kitchen and drinks here can 
come here for vacation. Oh this was said a little 
bit naive but it is another bonus to the 
development of agro-tourism and also incentive 
tourism in the region Waldviertel.  

Realizing Potentials and Threats 
I think that the monastery has got the real 
economic, cultural and political background, for 
an exemplary sustainable housekeeping and 
farming, the others can learn from. A 
monastery should be according to my opinion 
as Noah’s arch perfectly complete sample of the 
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world, functioning as a backup of a self-
sufficient and sustainable economy, and as an 
example of a circular metabolism. It should be 
an example to learn from, but not to take direct 
economic profit from.  

The tourism it self should be the source of 
money for the care of the monuments in the 
monastery as well as the profits from the 
renting of fields, forests, vineyards and vine 
cellars.  

According to my opinion the tourism should not 
be limited and the beautiful and valuable library 
should be also accessible. I can really imagine 
that it might be disturbing for the monks, but it 
is the only way how to maintain such an 
outstanding monument as for example the 
church is. The monks can retread to the rear 
part of the monastery, where they can be 
isolated from the rest of the world, when it is 
for them necessary. 

The monastery is on the first place a place of 
silence, praying, harmony and meditation. It is 
a place of regularity, safeness, a place where 
you can find some body to count on. Those are 
the values we all are missing in the present 
days. People are searching refuge in the 
oriental religion like Hinduism with Yoga and 
Buddhism, because they do not know, they can 
not see, that they can find peace so close to our 
doorstep as well, and even better, because 
Christian religion is inherent in our culture. 
Those young people who want to save the 
planet Earth are joining Greenpeace and they 
are making public environmental problems on 
the other end of the world, not knowing that 
the monastery with its history and traditions full 
of examples of the sustainable economy and 
ecological principles, can be an outstanding 
starting point for teaching and persuading 
people how to do it right. The best way how 
start the nature protection is to start in the own 
garden. 

This is a way how to make a monastery location 
attractive also for the nature orientated ones. 
To join the monastery for a while, to learn a 
complete new type of life and respect the 
nature is a challenge which can be followed. 
Even those people which have realized, that 
there is too much stress in their world, that 
they need some order in their life can find a 
shelter here. But almost nobody knows, at least 
in Slovakia no. That is a problem.  

Many people would prefer to see the monastery 
as an engine of the development of the region, 
but it is an illusion and a dangerous one also. 
The monks would gladly seize this opportunity. 
The cloister would switch to the position of an 
economic concern. This condition would force it 
to the global market and on the other side it 
would move away from the local needs with all 
its negative and pathogen effects.  

An Example to Follow 
The monastery with the summary of all its 
traditions and history has got the best 
expectations for sustainable housekeeping. This 

know-how can be used in the development of 
the education in the environmental sciences. 
Keeping the old traditions in agriculture is very 
attractive for the development of agro tourism, 
especially in Slovakia, where this potential was 
almost completely lost. It has suffered under 
communism during the collectivization in the 
half of the 20th century.  

Very interesting structure is the New Mil 
situated fifteen minutes walk away from the 
main complex of the monastery. It has got 
potential to become a small monastery for the 
eremite sisters, as another center of spiritual 
culture. It will be enrichment for the monastery 
as also the brothers said. The Small monastery 
in the New Mil has to be also self-sufficient and 
sustainable as much as possible. It is the 
opportunity to test the very well known 
principles of sustainability. 
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STIFT ZWETTL –THE HERITAGE OF ST. BENEDICT  
IN THE “WALDVIERTEL”. 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT NEEDS HOLISTIC PEOPLE 
Severin Fellmayr (Catholic-Theological-Private-University, Linz, Austria) 

Alexander Kanovsky (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria) 

Dorothea Selg (Catholic-Theological-Private-University, Linz, Austria) 

 

The topic of the group was “The embedding of Stift Zwettl in the region”. According to the 
three-step-method “Looking-Judging-Acting” we started with an evaluation. To get the 
necessary data we distributed 184 questionnaires, had numerous conversations with 
members and employees of the monastery and persons of local political or ecclesiastical 
interest. Furthermore we used the current developmentprogram of Lower Austria and the 
regional developmentprogram of the “Waldviertel”. 

Concerning the regional population the analysis has revealed an appreciating opinion of the 
monastery. Its problems are noticed in a differentiated way and they have still pinned their 
hopes on the monastery as a spiritual and economical leader of the region. 

The examination of the history and the current status of the monastery has resulted in four 
traditional spheres of action: agriculture and forestry, hospitality, spirituality and musical and 
cultural activities. It is imperative for a future development to put on these spheres of action. 
The current institutions of the monastery can be assigned to these spheres; nevertheless 
there is a lot of potential for development in every single sphere. Options for a sustainable 
development harmonized with the regional needs and the visions of the monastery have been 
worked out. 

The analysis has also revealed structural, mostly historically conditioned problems concerning 
the internal and external transparency and communication of the monastery. This fact has 
taken into account for the options for a future development. Indications of a change in this 
existencial field can be seen in the readiness to engage in the project “VITA NOVA”. 

 

 

Inventory and Conceptual 
Formulation 
During the first days in the monastery of Zwettl 
we realized the missing of an integrated 
concept for revitalizing the open space and 
vacant buildings of the monastery. There were 
several ideas and visions sounding promising 
individually but not matching considered  
altogether.  

Hence we started to develop a concept for 
revitalizing “Stift Zwettl”. We decided to use the 
three-step-method of “Looking-Judging-Acting”. 
First we had to get the necessary data to 
develop a concept.  

Therefore we had to get to know some facts 
about the spiritual and economical history of 
the monastery, about its relations to the town 
of Zwettl and to the people of the surrounding 
area. Last but not least we had to talk to 
members of the monastery to hear something 
about their visions. 

Analysing this data should detect some spiritual 
and historical baselines on which a future 
development is able to put on. We planned to 
make some concrete suggestions referring to 
the wishes and visions of the monks. The acting 
part has to be taken by the monks themselves, 
of course.  

Methods of Inventory 

Except for several conversations and telephone 
calls we had with some monks, employees of 
the monastery1, local politicans and employees 
of the diocese, we distributed 184 
questionnaires at different places. Its questions 
can be differentiated into the following groups: 
demographical information, publicity and 
regional position of the monastery and spiritual 
and economical visions.  

The actual land development program of Lower 
Austria and the newest regional development 
program of the “Waldviertel” informed us about 
the demographical situation and infrastructural 
measures taken by the government to improve 
this mostly rurally structured part of Austria. 

The monastery today 

Today 23 Cistercian monks belong the 
monastery of Zwettl and live according to the 
rules of Benedict. Eleven of them live and work 
as parish priests in surrounding parishes.  

 

                                                     

1 E.g. the manager of the spiritual and 
educational center; the director of the 
secondary school Yspertal, manager of 
promotion … 
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Pict. 1: Image “the big four”. 
 

 

Vast forests, a vineyard, a well-known fishery 
and agriculture belong to the monastery. 
Furthermore it is supporting organisation of a 
secondary school (HLA Yspertal) and a spiritual 
and educational center.  

The monastery itself is a long-range complex of 
various buildings which were used in former 
times agriculturally or for accomodation for its 
employees or the monks themselves.  Today, 
most of the buildings are vacant and therefore 
a high financial strain. 

The monastery of Zwettl is famous for its 
gardens, the cloister, the library, the boys´ 
choir and the oldest latrine in Europe.  

Better than estimated … 

In contrast to the monks´ estimation it arised 
from the questionnaires that the people are 
aware of the way of living of the monastery; 
they do know very well the monks centers of 
worship and pastoral care. Furthermore the 
other spheres of action (musical and cultural 
activities, agriculture & forestry and education) 
are well known, too. 

Urgent needs 

Summing up the conversations we realized 
some needs for an improved transparency and 
communication both within the convent itself 
and towards its different institutions and the 
outwards. According to the visions for a future 
development are varying a lot. But useful 
concepts for a youth work or the spiritual and 
educational center do need an agreement on 
that. 

A lot of the present economical problems roots 
in the missing human resource management 
and human resource concept. Last but not least 
it is necessary for a sustainable development to 
harmonize the visions of the monks first with 
the possibilities of the monastery and second 
with the regional needs.   

“The big four” 

Analysing the data we realized that there are 
four main spheres of actions rooting in the 
spiritual and economical history of the 
monastery. They are agriculture and forestry, 
musical and cultural activities, spirituality and 
hospitality. The present institutions of the 
monastery can be related to one of these 
spheres; but there is also a lot of potential for 
development in each institution. Hence we 
decided to specify the available institutions 
first, then outline the potential for development 
in order to explain finally one example in detail.  

 

Musical and cultural activities 

The monastery of Zwettl is very famous for its 
musical and cultural activities.  The buildings of 
the monastery and its gardens attract many 
tourists expecially during the summer period. 
The famous “Egedacher-Organ”  brings a lot of 
music-lovers to the concerts in the 
monastery´s church. The same is about the 
boys´choir.  The spiritual and educational 
center offers possibilities for retreat, vacancies 
or education.  

Nevertheless a temporarily opening of the 
library for the public instead of limiting it for 
research is recommended. The long tradition of 
the boys´ choir is withering – a cooperation 
with the Hauptschule of “Stift Zwettl” could be a 
recovery. Youth work favored by a lot of monks 
could also make offers in this sphere. Because 
it is a big problem we chose the building 
management as a detailed example. 

The low density of population combined with 
the migration into cities make the “Waldviertel” 
a secondary residence area. Regarding Stift 
Zwettl it doesn´t make sense to commute the 
vacant buildings into accomodations because of 
the missing infrastructure and the social 
housing scheme of the town of Zwettl. 

As a solution we recommend the development 
of a building management concept harmonized 
with plans of the town Zwettl and the regional 
development. It would be useful to concentrate 
on creative economy, e.g.  providing rooms for 
exhibitions, studios for artists, consulting and 
other “think tanks”. 

Agriculture and forestry 

Managing agriculture and forestry is one of the 
main aims of monasteries of the Benedictian 
family which can be seen in the monastery of 
Zwettl, too. The vineyard “Gobelsburg”, even if 
leased, is still related to the monastery. The 
fishery is famous for its carps. The revitalized 
gardens are part of the exhibition called 
“Festival der Gärten – Kamptal 2006” and 
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attract a lot of tourists. Agriculture is almost 
completely managed according to biological 
principles. And the monastery is one of the first 
providers of a combined heat and power station 
run by wood chips. 

Completing this sustainable economy needs 
closing the organic circuit by reintroducing 
livestock husbandry. This should be done 
according to the principles of keeping of 
animals in their natural environment, of course. 
A further important measure would be 
improving the management of cultivation. 
Thereby the monastery´s secondary school 
specialized on environment and economy could 
be of great use. The betterment of the fishery´s 
products is also to be mentioned.  Regional 
marketing of the monastery´s products is a 
possibility ought to be thought of.  This could 
be done in the Meierhof – a revitalized 
courtyard of the monastery.  Surrounding 
farmers could be invited to join this regional 
marketing resulting a network of the region. A 
very important chance doing  youth work is 
producing apprenticeship training positions. 

A vision of the monks is managing an own 
market-garden. But regarding the regional 
climate and the period of vegetation combined 
with the missing know-how and the high 
financial costs makes this very unrealistically. 
But why not using the well-known name of the 
monastery´s product line “Stiftschätze”? If one 
cooperates with regional market-gardens and 
tree nurseries it will be a profitable chance for 
everyone.  

Spirituality 

This is a core competence of the monks, of 
course. Being monks, doing pastoral care or 
teaching in different schools has to be 
mentioned here. The same is about the services 
in the monastery´s church and the offers of the 
spiritual and educational center. Nevertheless 
we realized some potential for development. 

One topic of debate is the convent´s prayer. It 
is done according to the Cistercians´ tradition 
making it nearly impossible to follow for the 
people. Introducing German intercessions could 
be one way harmonizing the needs with the 
tradition. Making Cistercian spirituality 
accessible needs more contact to the people. 
Therefore more monks should become teachers 
in the surrounding schools. And it is very 
important to have a monk as person in charge 
of the spiritual and educational center and of 
the youth work. Concerning this one has to say 
that regarding the monastery´s secondary 
school and parishes a lot of opportunities are 
available.  

As doing youth work is of crucial interest for the 
monks we will focus on it. The balance of births, 
the great part of youth and the missing of 
accommodation for youth groups in the region 
support the importance of this vision. For being 
successful the Cistercians need a person in 
charge and a concept for the monastery´s 
youth work. Certainly, it will be helpful visiting 
other monasteries, who are famous for their 

youth work, e.g. Münsterschwarzach/Germany. 
If youth work is an important aim, one has to 
provide the required space. This means 
accommodation for 30 people including rooms 
for meditation, dining, playing and group work. 

Hospitality 

Hospitality is of great importance for monks 
living according to Benedict´s rules. The 
composer of their maxims wrote a whole 
chapter about hospitality. Every foreigner 
coming to the monastery´s gate is a chance to 
meet Jesus Christ.  

Concerning the monastery of Zwettl first to be 
mentioned here is the spiritual and educational 
center. But there is also a taverne. The 
hospitality of the monastery becomes evident in 
the readiness to accommodate female 
students´ of a near school during the 
renovation of their boarding school.  

Otherwise there is a lot which could be 
improved: tourism and event management, 
public relations, transparent opening hours, 
corporate identity and an inviting ambiance e.g.  

We chose the spiritual and educational center 
for looking in detail. Unfortunately, the capacity 
of accommodation is very low and the offers of 
the center are not harmonized with other 
regional centers. Even the public relations could 
do with an improvement. We suggest therefore 
appointing a person in charge of the convent 
first to develop a concept relating to the four 
spheres of action mentioned above.  

Networking, networking, networking … 

Finally, it must be emphasized that every single 
step in revitalizing the monastery of Zwettl  has 
to be connected with an overall concept (e.g. 
the four spheres of action).  The different 
institutions of the monastery ought to be 
linked. This needs a unity in the convent itself 
first. First steps towards this have been done in 
introducing “Monday-Talks”. Furthermore 
something should be done to link the “parish 
priests” with the “monastery priests”. Perhaps, 
it is helpful making use of professional support.  

This is necessary because doing a good internal 
networking results in a good external 
networking relating the monastery with 
surrounding parishes, schools, the town of 
Zwettl and other monasteries. This means 
determined human resource management, 
limited scope of functions, courage and 
confidence and the readiness to accept 
support. For sustainable management 
needs integrated men.       
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NEW MILL 
Wolfgang Pühringer (Catholic-Theological-Private-University, Linz, Austria) 

Anna Cukorová (Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, Slovakia) 

Miroslav Greguš (Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, Slovakia) 

Roman Grünner (Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, Slovakia) 

 
The task of our group was to convert the complex of old mill buildings situated near the monastery 
of Zwettl into a hermitage for nuns. The necessary steps were to divide spaces into closed area just 
for the nuns, area accessible for incoming guests and people attending liturgy and to refurbish an 
old complex. At the end the hermitage should have four cells for nuns, a kitchen, a library with 
study room, a chapel, sanitary facilities, working rooms, a stable for animals and outbuilding in the 
enclosure. The dining room and the chapel should be accessible for guests. Four rooms for guests 
should be in the area, but not in the enclosure. Next important task was to arrange new engineering 
facilities. We decided to plan equipments which are utilizing renewable resources. We also had to 
have regard for further floods by the river Kamp. We realized that it wouldn’t be easy to adapt this 
complicated complex of buildings to another type of function without making many radical changes 
in architecture. In the case of hermitage for nuns who are opened to compromise in everyday life, 
we managed to preserve integrity of the old complex. Very interesting task was to think out what to 
do with the machine building. There was the possibility to leave them in the place or to remove 
them and use the space. We decided to leave the machines in the mill because of three reasons; 
architectural aspects, historical value of devices, and the fact that the construction of the building is 
more suitable for open-place utilization (atelier, exposition room…) than for residential function. 
Another important thing is that there is not needed such a large space in the area nowadays. In the 
area behind the residential building next to the river there could be built a natural sewage plant 
system. The warm water could be prepared by a solar system. There is a possibility to use a heat 
pump for heating system, which uses the temperature of the river. We didn’t make many changes in 
the complex and also in singular buildings. We tried to preserve the integrity of the area and we 
think we have succeeded. 

 

 

Pict. 1: (from tom left to bottom right) frozen river Kamp; View of the new mill from northeast; View of 
the new mill from southeast; Residential building and gate to the main yard 
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Introduction 
 

The New Mill is situated in natural surrounding ca. 
15 minutes walk from the complex of the cloister. 
It consists from a complex of different buildings: 
the main building which was used in the past for 
living; the mill house with the technical equipment; 
water powerhouse; stables and some agricultural 
buildings. The buildings were constructed in 
different ages and they retained in their form till 
now without considerable changes. In spite of that 
the complex is surrounded by the river Kamp, the 
flood in 2002 only hit the cellars.  

 

 

Pict. 2:  Overview 

Research and Analysis  
 

 Measurement and documentation of the old 
buildings 

The New Mill contains following parts (Picture 2): 

 Residential building (main building), with living 
rooms situated on the ground floor [A] 

 Stable house [B] 

 Two agricultural buildings [C] 

 Mill [D] 

 Water powerhouse [E] 

 Sawmill [F] 

 Three yards: main [1], second [2], back [3]  

 

The Task: 

The new mill complex had to be reorganized to 
satisfy the rules of the Laura St. Chariton 
Consuetudines. After consulting the eremites, 
following wishes and requirements were specified: 

 An enclosure is needed, where the eremites 
have their living and working spaces. For each 
nun, one cell is required, which is also used as a 
room for praying, eating and working. 
Furthermore, a library and a room for 
supervision (for guests, visitors etc.). In the 
enclosure should be some stables for animals, 
especially for donkeys. 

 There should be an area, accessible by the 
eremites and the visitors – the refectory and the 
chapel. 

 Additionally the eremites wanted to have a place 
(four or five rooms) for guests. In their order, it 
is usual to have guests accommodated for a few 
days. Furthermore a toilet for visitors coming 
only for the liturgy on Sunday is needed. A room 
which presents the living stile of the sisters was 
proposed.   

 The technical question should be an important 
part of the consideration: the residential building 
doesn’t possess any toilets; how will be the 
living rooms heated in winter; what to do with 
the sewage? 

 

 
Pict. 3:  Original plan 

New Mill 

  Cloister Zwettl 

1.5 km 

Fishery 
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Pict. 4  Entire area 

Documentation 
 

The Residential building and the other buildings of 
the New Mill complex were measured from inside 
and outside as like as the position in the 
topography, taken in centimeters. The 
measurement was also photographically 
supported. The result of this documentation was a 
detailed plan created in AutoCAD. 

Analysis 
 

It wasn’t easy to find new functions for the future 
use of the building complex. A boundary between 
conservation and adaptation of the buildings had 
to be found. For the right decision, a value system 
has been prepared, which evaluates the 
architectural, historical and environmental value.  
One of the tasks was to create a closed enclosure 
for the sisters, which would be detached from the 
places for visitors and guests. By solving of the 
technical aspects (heating, sanitary parts, water 
system, electricity...), renewable energy sources 
were taken into consideration. 

Concept 
 

Next part presents the suggestions and results of 
the working group. 

Entire Area (Picture 4) 

The enclosure consists of the main yard [9] and 
back yard [8]. The main yard is surrounded by 
the residential building [1] and agricultural 
buildings, where handcraft production is 
situated [2], with stables for donkeys [4] and 
agricultural equipment depot [3]. The main 
yard has two separate entrances. The first is 
the main entrance from the access road for the 
sisters, and the next one creates the entrance 
for the machinery equipments. The back yard is 
surrounded by farm buildings [3, 4] and by the 
mill [5] with sawmills [7], where the 
accommodation for the guests is situated. This 
object is located outside of the enclosure. The 

back yard allows a direct view on the 
countryside and its second function is a 
meditation garden. For the future use of the 
whole complex, the energy production of the 
water powerhouse [6] is calculated. As for the 
visitors and guests, a parking space [10] and 
entrance yard [11] were projected. 

 

 

Pict. 5: Residential building, main façade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pict. 6: Side view from east: (from left to right) 
Residential building, Mill with Water 
powerhouse, Sawmill 
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Residential Building (Picture 5) 

A chapel and a multifunctional room are 
proposed in the cellar. The advantage is, if a 
flood is coming, the possibility of furniture 
relocation to a safer place.  
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Pict. 7: Cellar 

 

The rooms above the cellar on the mezzanine 
floor are used as storage for vegetables and 
equipment.  
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Pict. 8: Mezzanine floor 

 

On the ground floor, a kitchen with living room 
is on the left side and private rooms for the 
sisters on the right side, divided by an entrance 
hall. 
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Pict. 9:  Ground floor  

 

 

In the loft spaces, a library has found its place, 
together with the possibility of future increase 
of the accommodation spaces for the nuns. 
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Pict. 10: Loft  

 

Heating system: 

In the past, stoves were used for heating. 
Nowadays, it would be quite uncomfortable and 
difficult to use this method, especially in winter.  A 
central heating system was projected, using 
heatpump power. It can derive the energy either 
from the river, or from the earth. 

The warm water supply will be provided by solar 
panels. Calculating 2 m2 collector surface per 
person, a total solar panel area would be ca. 15 - 
20 m2.  This can be placed on the roof of the 
agricultural buildings, because of their south 
orientation. 

Natural sewage plant system: 

This system allows natural cleaning of the waste 
water, provided by plants. It requires 
approximately 20 m2 of space. It is located in the 
northern side of the mill complex, near the river 
(Picture 4, [12]) 
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KONVIKT - STEPHANEUM – JUNGFERNTRAKT 
Klara Oberhumer (Catholic-Theological-Private-University, Linz, Austria) 

Peter Jakubišin (Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, Slovakia) 

 

The title of this article calls already the objects of our work. Stephaneum, Konvikt and 
Jungferntrakt are the names of three buildings in the monastery, on which we had to work 
on. The majority of rooms is empty, or is used for some other functions, which do not serve 
the original purpose. Of course, this is extremely unfortunate because partially these are 
beautiful old rooms with high historical quality. 

In our draft, we tried to find new functions of use for these three buildings. As the first step 
we created a concept, in which these three buildings are brought into a unit. The unit should 
not connect only these three buildings, moreover it should be a concept for the whole 
monastery and of course, it does not contradict the spirituality of the monks and their life 
organization. In the second step we tried to fit our collected step on the buildings. In some 
situations we had to change some parts of the buildings, especially some walls inside. 

 

 

Introduction 
Our group consisted of two persons. One 
person is student of theology and was 
responsible that the spirituality and theology 
were served. The other one is student of 
architecture and created the plans.  

Inventory admission and tasks 
Our group had to work on three different 
buildings Konvikt, Stephaneum and 
Jungferntrakt. All three buildings are 
freestanding and independent of the others. But 
still, all three of them are parts of the whole 
monastery-complex. It was our task to bring 
these three different buildings in a whole 
concept. We couldn’t consider the buildings 
separately, in fact we had to create a concept, 
that connects these three buildings and fits 
them in the whole monastery. The buildings 
should be in a unit concerning their functions 
and should supplement each other in their 
functions. And of course, they have to be 
included with the monastery. Their functions 
are to preserve the monks’ spirituality and 
religious ideas. 

These three buildings are compound with the 
front part of the monastery and are situated 
around one central court called Lindenhof. 
Visitors coming to the monastery by foot pass 
first the alleyway of the building called 
Jungferntrakt; people coming by car can park 
their vehicle in the court called Binderhof. 
Walking through the Lindenhof and the 
alleyway of the Konvikt, you are getting to the 
main court called Abteihof, which has a squared 
shape. 

Konvikt 

The north and western tract, which abut on the 
Abteihof, takes the Konvikt. In the other two 
parts of the Abteihof you can find the 
Bildungshaus (house of education) and some 
rooms of the Praelatur. The ground floor of the 
western tract of the Konvikt is separated by a 

gate. In one side you can find a youth hostel, in 
the opposite side is the monastery-shop called 
Klosterladen. On the first floor exist a lot of big 
rooms with nice arches, but most of them are 
empty and used by the choir-singers as music- 
and hobby-rooms. On the second floor are the 
ordinary rooms for the choir-singers as well as 
a lot of small, narrow rooms, with low ceilings. 

 

Pict. 1: KONVIKT with gate 

Stephaneum 

When entering the monastery, you will find the 
Stephaneum on the left side across the 
Lindenhof. It is quite a young building, built in 
1900-1902. It stands alone, not part of a big 
building-complex but connected to the 
Orangeries and the monastery’s garden 
Prälatengarten. On one side pass a street the 
Stephaneum. The street leads to the centre of 
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MEETING 

 - places of meeting and contact with 
the public. 

REPRESENTATION 

- of the monastery itself.  

HUMANITY 

- the implementation of the spirituality of the 
monks. 

MONEY 

- a monastery must be 
able to receive money 
to keep alive. 

the monastery. On the back-side you have a 
wonderful view in the gardens of the 
monastery. In some of the rooms in the first 
floor, pupils live during school time, like a 
boarding school. They have their own kitchen 
and sanitary rooms. An artist even has a studio 
there as well. In the ground floor you can find a 
laundry, some garages and a few empty rooms. 

 

Pict. 2: STEFANEUM seen from the LINDENHOF 

Jungferntrakt 

The Jungferntrakt has a complete different 
situation. It is the building, which closes the 
monastery grounds in the south-west. The 
Jungferntrakt is the building that represents the 
monastery. It is the border between the inside 
and the outside. It is quite a large building in L-
shape, separated in the upper half by a gate. At 
the moment, you may find there some rooms 
and small flats for families and students. 

 

Pict. 3: JUNGFERNTRAKT seen from the 
LINDENHOF 

Analysis 
In order to bring the three buildings into a unit, 
we considered four substantial levels. The first 
level and basis is the spirituality and 
religiousness of the monks. It is important to do 
not ignore them. Already more exactly concerns 
in our case the rules of the holy Benedict 
concerning humanity, hospitality, sustainability 
and gate service. Functions as old people's 
home, hospice, pension and youth hostel would 
correspond to that. 

As the second level it needs boarders to the 
public and to the profane life. It needs places of 

meeting and points of contact. Those are 
places, where people see how monks live and 
work. Places, where people can go and 
communicate with the monks, live and 
cooperate with them (e.g. the possibility of 
monastery on time). 

That means it needs also a place, where men 
can come closer to the monastery - a place for 
everyone; a gate anyone can knock on; it does 
not matter what they need, desire or request. 
This may include tourists, who may need 
tickets; or needy ones; or humans who need to 
talk; or humans who need a place to sleep and 
something to eat; or simply someone, who asks 
for the way. 

A third level forms the necessity for the 
representation, in order to be seen from the 
outside. There should be some places where 
the monastery can present itself. None of the 
three buildings belong to the examination of the 
monastery, thus they are all accessible to the 
public and corresponding representatives of the 
monastery. In their function, they are also to 
fulfil this level. Functions such as that of 
museum (exhibition of monastery treasures, 
museum over the history of the monastery and 
the Benedict, local history museum) with 
reception and a sales room (to sell their own 
products) were here our ideas. 

The final aspect, or the financial aspect, should 
not be ignored. For monks who live according 
to the rule of the holy Benedict, it is important 
to earn their own living and any money by their 
own work. This usually implies manual work 
and handcraft, in order to be independent of 
others and any benefactors. In the course of 
the centuries they developed different methods, 
to secure their living expenses. To them gaining 
large wealth is not a concern at all, in fact they 
only want to be able to survive, while still being 
able to deliver something on paupers and 
guests.  

More precisely, we considered ourselves the 
following sketch: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the first and lower level: The spirituality and 
theology is retained by the implementation of 
the Benedictan rule. 
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Pict. 4: Draft KONVIKT, groundfloor 

Pict. 5: Draft KONVIKT, 1st floor 

 

To the second level: Contact to the public arises 
as a result of the use as accommodation and 
corresponding program offering. 

To the third level: Representation is a result 
from the use of the Konvikt as museum and 
monastery shop. 

To the fourth and highest level: Income arises 
as a result of the commercial use of all three 
buildings. The financial aspect is located at the 
top of this pyramid. But in fact it is not the 
head or the goal of a monastery’s managing. 
Economic activities in its different forms, are an 
absolute necessity in order to survive. Also, 
monks cannot solely live in air and the word of 
God alone. 

Design 

Konvikt 

In our draft we planned the reception desk and 
the gate for tourists/visitors and services for 
handicapped persons in the actual area of the 
monastery shop. Directly behind are the 
conference room and office spaces for the 
facility’s administration. On the opposite side is 
the monastery shop with stockrooms and 
toilets, which are also accessible from the 
outside. The sales room of the shop is larger 
and easier to oversee than that of the old 
location, which is quite narrow. On the first 
floor is planned a museum, perfectly parted into 
attractive exhibition rooms, cloakroom, toilets 
and stockrooms. The second floor is 
transformed completely according to the needs 
of the choir-singers. The partitions between the 
small rooms are put down, resulting in the 
development of a larger hall. Their training 
room remains at its original location. At the end 
of the corridor, a small flat for the choir leader 
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is provided. Naturally, stockrooms and toilets 
are also available at this part of the building. 

Stephaneum 

The Stephaneum has the functionality of a 
youth hostel. Half of the upper floor is a 
pension. There are single-, double- and four-

bed rooms, each with his own bathroom. On 
the corridor is a common kitchen with dining 
and living room. In the other part of the upper 
floor, is a large sleeping room and a big 
common room for groups and grades. An 
additional teachers’ room and sanitary rooms 
are located on the ground floor. 

Pict. 6: Draft KONVIKT, 2nd floor 

Pict. 7: Draft STEPHANEUM, groundfloor and 1st floor 



KONVIKT – STEPHANEUM - JUNGFERNTRAKT 

ACADEMIA DANUBIANA 2 / 2006  31 

Jungferntrakt 

For the entire Jungferntrakt we planned flats 
and accommodation rooms in different sizes. 
One part remains for pupils as boarding school, 
with own sanitary rooms. 

 

Pict. 5: Draft JUNGFERNTRAKT, groundfloor 

 

Pict. 6: Draft JUNGFERNTRAKT, 1st floor 
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Notes 
So far our work and which we were able to do 
and to manage in one week. We are in fact not 
very confident with the idea to plan so many 
rooms and flats for accommodation. In respect 
to a public-opinion poll, done by an other group 
during this workshop, inhabitants of Zwettl do 
not require additional accommodation areas. In 
fact, the building configuration of Zwettl’s 
monastery is less suitable for hospitable use. 
Although public transportation is nearby, it is 
too far away from shops and places of work. 
Additionally, the fulfilment of Benedicitan rule 
of hospitality in such flats and accommodations, 
does not suit the spirituality of monks.  

 

Moreover, the idea of a youth hostel could be 
developed to a much larger project. For 
instance, instead of a youth hostel providing 
overnight accommodations, it can be developed 
into a meeting and activity facility for young 
people. In addition it needs different types of 
rooms for example such as sleeping places, 
meditation rooms, meeting and working areas, 
kitchen, a common dining room. Due to there is 
not enough space in the Stephaneum for all this 
room-functions, some parts have to move into 
other buildings like the Jungferntrakt. 

 

As for a youth meeting centre, it needs to 
provide courses, workshops and programs for 
youths and young adults, which are currently 
offered, accompanied and organized partially by 
the monastery (e.g. meditation weekends, 
orientation days). At the same time there 
should be also the possibility that groups and 
school classes can rent the premises for their 
own activities. 
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GUIDING SYSTEM / BINDERHOF / LINDENHOF  
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Lenka Vojtova (University of Applied Sciences Weihenstephan, Freising, Germany) 

Luka Bajic (Belgrade University, Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro) 

Visnja Nikolic (Belgrade University, Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro) 

 

“What attended us was everything else than we had expected” – This was one of the first 
impressions we got when we reached the Stift Zwettl and about this should’nt be changed 
much for the following two weeks. The first has been determined by getting to know the 
other participants and by numerous lectures, the second one by intensive groupwork and 
further excursions. Through the VITA NOVA project, which has been brought to life by 
Professor Kvarda together with the monks of Stift Zwettl, students and professors of 
universities from Serbia, Bulgaria, Slovacia, Austria and Germany came together to commonly 
work on a sustainable development concept for the Stift Zwettl. Our group, “group_5”, is put 
together by two serbian and two czech/german students of landscapearchitecture. This 
workshop did not only allow interdisciplinary cooperation, it also has been a culturally 
inspiring coming togethter. The days of input, excursions, lectures and following days of 
groupwork culminated in the presentation at the end of our stay, which was to show the 
worked out concepts to the monastery and our costudents. And so this project not only 
revealed itself as an exciting intercultural experience, but also as a possibility to get to know 
a monastery and its inhabitants in a very comfortable, revealing and personal way.  

 

Introduction 
Being the members of „group_5“ we were busy 
with the tasks of developing a visitors guiding 
system, the rearrangement of the “Binderhof” 
and the improvement of the path system of the 
“Lindenhof”. Our team was put together 
consisting of two students from the University 
for Landscape architecture, Belgrade in Serbia 
and two students from the “Fachhochschule 
Weihenstephan”, Germany.  

 

Main tasks  
Together we tried to solve the following tasks: 

1. Development of a clear visitors guiding 
system which would allow the people 
approaching the Stift Zwettl to have fast 
orientation over the whole area of the 
monastery and also get interesting 
information at the different locations. 

2. Development of a new design and 
arrangement concept for the “Binderhof”, 
in order to revalue the yard functionally 
and visually. 

3. Revitalise and clear the old path system 
in the Lindenhof. 

The task of clearing up the pathway system of 
the “Lindenhof” developed during our work and 
replaced the original task of connecting the Stift 
with already existing hiking paths. 

Guiding system 
For the inventory of the guiding system the 
current system has been documented and noted 

down in the stock plans of the Stift Zwettl. In 
order to analyse the present system the 
locations of the information tables as well as 
their contense have been evaluated- where and 
how do I approach, where do I want to go? The 
evaluation of our observations came down on 
the conclusion that in connection with the new 
arrangement concepts for the “Binderhof”, it is 
inevitable to rearrange the old guiding system 
and point out the “Binderhof” area as the main 
entrance area if approaching by car. For 
pedestrian visitors the information tables at the 
“Spitalkirche” and in the “Binderhof” are not 
located very well and also lack of clear 
information and orientation plans (Pict. 4/4). 

In order to improve the system, we developed 
four different kinds of signs which should be able 
to guide the Stift visitor clearly and 
understandable without complications through 
the monastery territory: 

1. Big overview maps which are supposed to 
give an all-over view about the 
monastery. 

2. signposts to give orientation within the 
complex. At crossings for example they 
point out the different directions and 
events. 

3. Local description and information tables, 
which inform about the place the visitor 
finds himself. 

4. Parking lot signs that point out the 
possibilities for parking. 

The big overview maps are going to be located 
at the entrances, parking lots and big orientation 
points. The design bases on the layout of a 
designer who already developed a new Stifts- 
logo (Pict. 2). 
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The smaller signposts are a help for the 
orientation within the monastery complex and 
have been inspired by the “Zwettler 
Stiftsschätze”- logo which is quite usefull for 
showing the different directions (Pict. 3). 

 

Pict.2: Big overview information table 

Through the local description and information 
tables the visitor can inform himself about useful 
facts and further details on the location. These 
tables are already new, but so far only at a few 
places. We wish them to be at every place where 
there is the need of explaining buildings or 
locations or informing people. 

And finally there are the parking lot signs which 
point out the nearest parking possibilities around 
the monastery. The location of signs is shown in 
Pict. 1. 

 

Pict. 3: Logo of “Zwettler Stiftsschätze” and 
smaller signposts 

Binderhof 

Current Situation 

The “Binderhof” is for many visitors the first 
place of the monastery complex, which they 
enter. It has very strong defined architectural 
borders and no optical connection with the 
surroundings. The huge space lives only from 
itself.  

Nowadays, the design is very rare or better to 
say – totally missing. In the past, existing trees 
have been cut down and never supplanted, the 
surface of the today’s “Binderhof” is covered by 
asphalt causing a high reverberation at the 
summer season. The only element of this inner 
courtyard is a construction avoiding the view on 
historical facades (Pict.4/3). 

Pict.1: Overview plan about the different positions of the signs 

Big overview map 

Signpost 

Topography signs 

Parking lot signs 
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Pict.4: Current situation of “Binderhof 
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Design Idea Nr.1 

We could call it a “green and functional” design 
(Pict.5). The construction has been removed 
which opens the view on the pleasing facade of 
the former hospital church. The alley connects 
the entrance of “Binderhof” with the passage to 
the rest of the monastery complex and 
consequently improves the orientation of visitors 
coming through “Binderhof”.  

The negatives of this variant are for us mainly 
the only practical design without any habitant 
quality and a missing quality of an entrance 
place.  

 

Pict. 5: Design idea Nr. 1 

Design idea Nr. 2 

The leading principal of this idea is to divide very 
consequent the whole area in two parts without 
any kind of mix of functions (Pict. 6). The 
northern part of “Binderhof” becomes the 
parking place without any green except a few 
trees in the corner. As residential part should be 
used the southern one. This is defined by a 
pattern coming out from the kept construction. 
In this pattern, trees, pavilions and benches can 
be settled.  

And the negatives in our eyes? One part is to 
unrepresentative and the other to thought-out.  

Design idea Nr. 3 

The third (Pict. 7) of our main ideas was a 
connection of the idea Nr.1 and Nr.2. It uses the 
green alley connecting the entrance with the 
passage and the play with the pattern. Also here 
the construction should stay, but only partly or 
in a rebuild way. In front of the construction a 
new pergola with climbing plants should arise. 

We criticised the congestion of the place and to 
less possibilities for multifunctional use.  

 

Pict. 6: Design idea Nr. 2 

 

Pict. 7: Design idea Nr. 3 

 

… of course, the introduced ideas are only a 
small example of our ideas besides the possible 
design of “Binderhof”… now finally the final 
design. 

Final design 

After several considerations, ideas, variants of 
design, discussions and at the same time after 
two weeks of being caught in a crossfire of 
influences, we finally have developed the final 
design of “Binderhof” (Pict. 8). 

The main part of the parking place has been 
moved behind the north wall limiting the 
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“Binderhof”. Inside of “Binderhof”, we included 
only a smaller parking place. In the case of 
need, it can be used by the personal of the 
monastery or by handicapped visitors. The main 
place of “Binderhof” is defined for a pleasure 
stopover, for special events like an open air 
cinema and for markets with local products, 
what reminds on the past of this place as a place 
of exchange between the life inside and outside 
of the monastery area.  

The new two parts of “Binderhof” distinguish not 
only the use, but also in the proposed surface. 
Crown of the parking place is covered by 
asphalt, the surface of the sojourn part is 
established as a water bound cover and as a 
whole enclosed with historical line of natural 
stone. 

To connect these two parts of “Binderhof” and to 
fulfil the wish of having a bit of green on this 
place, we planed a row of trees starting at the 
tower in the north-west corner expiring at the 
archway to “Lindenhof”. With this green line, the 
visitors will be automatically lead to the 
“Lindenhof” through an archway, which is, from 
the entrance of the “Binderhof”, nearly invisible. 
To improve the habitant quality and at the same 
time to offer possibilities for refuge by a bad 
weather conditions during a market, we 
designed a flexible wooden pylons placed in a 
formation of a square. While lying on the 
ground, the pylons can be used for sitting, in a 
vertical position they can be overstretch with a 
canvas cover and be used as a market stand.  

 

 

Pict. 8: Final Design of “Binderhof” 

Nowadays, there are two gates in the west wall 
used as entrance and exit. We decided to close 
one of them and to open the wall in the north 
(Pict. 8(1)). It effectuates a better dialog 
between the inner courtyard and the 
surroundings.  

Another new passage arose on the east side in 
the former stabling used as garages and 
workshops today (Pict. 8(2)). With a new 
passage, the east side will become more 
transparent and the visitors already coming out 
of the monastery complex will be more invited to 
enter the “Binderhof”. Additionally, in the 
summer season, a few of the garages can be 
used as shops. 

Lindenhof 
The function of the “Lindenhof” is the main 
orientation yard within the Stift Zwettl. Almost 
all paths come together at this point, but they 
are not easy to survey and don’t form a centre, 
from which one could choose one or the other 
direction. Also the coating is partially broken and 
needs to be remade. The task of this place was 
not only to find a more comfortable way for the 
path system, but also to create an orientation 
place with a whereabouts quality. 

 

 

Pict. 9: upon: View of the Abbey from 
“Lindenhof”; bottom: View from north to 
“Lindenhof”; left hand side is the “Stefaneum” 

Because of these development goals we decided 
to bring the different paths from all kinds of 
directions together and let them meet in one 
roundel which will invite people to approach and 
take a rest on some benches that will be put up. 
Also the round centre is going to have a different 
covering from the rest of the paths. Through this 
centralization of the “Lindenhof” it will loose its 
pass way- like character (Pict. 9). 

 

Pict. 10: Plan of the “Lindenhof”-solution 

1 

2 
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Driveway and green info corner 
There were two more smaller corners of the Stift 
that we had to think about:  

The hedge (Thuja occidentalis) at the driveway 
to the “Binderhof” and the corner on the other 
side of the fire station.  

 

Pict. 11: Driveway to “Binderhof”; backwards on 
the right the tower of the fire station, right hand 
side the Thuja occidentais hedge. 

The hedge took away the openness of the 
driveway (Pict. 11), so we decided to take it 
down without replacement. Furthermore we 
planed a litter corner, hidden by a wall so the 
garbage is not the first thing the visitor is going 
to look at while driving to the parking lot of the 
Stift (Pict. 13 (1)). 

 

Pict. 12: View to the corner on the other side of 
the fire station from the main road to Town 
Zwettl. 

The corner across the fire station is nowadays 
being used as a nonofficial parking lot, which 
doesn’t contribute to a good first impression 
when entering the monastery. So we decided to 

give back its original function as a fruit garden 
and take it as a main information table location 
(Pict. 13 (2)). It is ment to be a “green info 
corner” which is one of the first things the 
visitors get confronted with.  

 

 

Pict. 13: Waste corner and green information 
corner 
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FLOOD MANAGEMENT FOR THE MONASTERY ZWETTL 
Sandrine Vidal (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria) 

 

The Monastery of Stift Zwettl, located in Lower Austria, was built near the river Kamp in the 
12th century. Some farm buildings (e.g. “Meierhof”) were built in areas with risks to get 
flooded. The 2002 flood-event has particularly affected this area. This event has made the 
population award of flood risks. Nowadays, most of these buildings are not used anymore, 
because of the reason that the damages of the flood were too big. Now, these buildings will 
be renovated, and therefore, it will be essential to set up some flood measures for protection, 
in order to decrease the damages due to flood event. The aim of this study is to analyse how 
the river behaves during a flood and particularly it did during the 2002 flood-event, in order 
to define some global and local measures to reduce the risks. 

 

Introduction 
The renovation of the monastery concerns lots 
of buildings. Some of them were built near the 
river Kamp, in flood-risked area. The flood-
event in 2002 has caused several damages, and 
settlement of flood protection or flood 
mitigation is necessary to avoid more damages 
to conserve the affected buildings. 

Flood Risk Management  
Flood is at once a natural phenomenon and a 
temporary state. It affects in general lands 
closed to a river or a lake. A flood event is 
random and can be accidental during an 
exceptional rain or with the break of flood 
protections. In addition to that, snowmelt in 
mountain areas can also increase flood risks 
during the spring time. 

Characteristics of the 2002 Flood event 

In 2002, whole Europe has suffered the 
consequences of a torrential rain period. In 
Austria, the zones, which were most affected, 
were Upper Austria and the north of Lower 
Austria, where the river Kamp has reached the 
highest water level since 1896. 

This event was the consequence of several 
intense precipitations within a short time. The 
rain event and the flood event were considered 
for some experts like a one hundred year 
event. 

This event can be considered exceptional. With 
this event, the population became aware of 
flood risks.  

Principle of Flood Management 

The aim of this study is to find some solutions 
to decrease the flood risk and the damages 
during the flood. It is necessary to integrate all 
the flood risks and measures. The protection 
level is usually for the local flood risk over a 
100 year period, like the 2002 flood-event was. 

In the first part a risk analysis will be done. This 
will help to take some protection measures to 
decrease the load and the damages. Finally, 
some emergency measures will be integrated in 
the flood management measures.  

The priority of the protection measures won’t 
be to avoid all the damages but they will be set 
up in order to avoid the loss of lives and to 
reduce damages. 

Risk Analysis 
The analysis of the risk is made first to 
determine the risk that can occur during a 
flood. This part is important to know the priority 
of the flood protection for each structure, for 
each flooded areas.  

In this way, a study of the river has to be 
realised in order to understand how the flow 
functions. Because of the lack of topography 
data around the monastery, the river flow 
couldn’t be simulated. Thus the analysis was 
done only by an observation of the river 
morphology, with the declaration of inhabitants 
and with the help of some photos concerning 
the event of 2002.  

Finally to evaluate the risk, a study of the 
damage shall be compared with the river study. 
This has to be done also by analysing the new 
potential damages. The analysis of the damage 
create by the 2002 flood event can help to 
evaluate the potential damages. 

The risk will be evaluated with these theses: as 
more the damages could be, the higher is the 
risk. 

Finally, the classification of the risk will help to 
find the priority for the flood protection 
measures, just as well for technical ones as for 
some emergency cases. 

The New Mill 

Next to the new mill, a channel was built 
parallel to the river, where the stream of the 
river is used for electricity device. In 2002, 
there was almost one-meter water in the 
building for this installation, near this channel. 
The flood did not touch the other building. 

This channel is connected to the river Kamp 
upstream a weir, and apparently the water 
which has flooded the building, comes from the 
channel. There is nowadays a regulation 
entrance to this waterway to keep the water 
level steady. But maybe, in 2002, the water 
level was so high that the water could, 



FLOOD MANAGEMENT FOR THE MONASTERY ZWETTL  

 

40  ACADEMIA DANUBIANA 2 / 2006 

upstream the regulation device, flow through 
the riverbank and go into the channel. 

Pict. 1: Kamp behaviour around the New Mill 

The damages created were particularly 
important in the hydroelectric power structure. 
As a result, the risk in building with the electric 
power plant can be considered as high.  

The Fishery 

In this area, a waterway was built near three 
buildings to produce electricity for the Meierhof. 
A small wall was constructed around the sales 
building and the fish basin, maybe to protect 
them against flood. However, this safety 
measure was not enough sufficient for the 
flood-event in 2002 and inundated this area.  

 

Pict. 2: Situation of the fishery 

In 2002, there was about more than one meter 
water in the three living buildings near the 
channel. They have two floors that can help the 
inhabitants to take refuge in the highest but the 
first floor is not raised. Thus, the flood risk of 
this building can be evaluated as high.  

Moreover, the two smaller buildings below were 
flooded with about two meter water. There are 
two office buildings for the fish sell. Hence, the 
risk will be regarded as a medium risk. 

This event can be said like an exceptional 
event. In general, the situation is not so 
dramatic, the wall can protect against this small 
flood. Moreover, the ground in this area is 
particularly flat, that means that the water level 
cannot be very high apart from a special event. 

The Meierhof - Sawmill 

The water in the Fishery comes through the 
Meierhof has inundated this area with 
approximately one meter water for the event in 
2002. 

As already mention, a waterway was 
constructed to provide some electricity. The 
most important damage was recovered in the 
building, which shelters this installation. 
Moreover, this building and its close neighbour 
will be renovated as house building. One of 
these buildings has only one floor. The risks can 
be considered as high. 

The other buildings are for the agriculture 
storage. The damages in 2002 were the least 
important. However, it will have some animals 
whose can carried out by the flow. Moreover, 
one building will be renovated like a horse 
house. So, damages will particularly increase. 
Regardless of this new use of the building, the 
risk can be classified as medium.  

In 2002, the flood did not really seriously touch 
the Sawmill. Only one wood-storage building 
was inundated with less than 1-meter water. As 
a result, its can be evaluated as light. 

The following image gives a review of the flood 
affected areas and a classification of the 
potential risk for the buildings. 

Pict. 3: Image of the building risks around the 
monastery 
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Reduction of Load 

Flood Control Reservoir 

To reduce the water level, the retention 
capacity of the river has to be increased. 
Between the New Mill and the Fishery, the right 
bank was an essential flooded area for the flood 
2002. This area can be used to build a retention 
basin along the river. The basin can be filled up 
after a fixed water level, which has to be 
calculated with an accurate hydraulic simulation 
of the river. It should be determined as the 
highest water level for which the river does not 
overtop the bank in the Fishery. 

If the topography permits it, an exit regulation 
device, shall be putted up at the reservoir exit 
to evacuate a maximum fixed discharge into 
the river, the most downstream as possible.  
Otherwise the retention capacity will be 
decreased. But this solution can be also helpful 
to decrease the water level and to have more 
time to set up temporary flood protections. 

The basin can be created and integrated in the 
landscape in two main different ways.  

The first one is to build this flood control 
reservoir with an impermeable ground to avoid 
entrance of ground water. It can be also fitted 
out with an association of stones and small 
trees around the basin. However, this 
impermeable basin should be kept dry for an 
eventual flood. For that, an exit pipe, in the 
bottom of the basin should be set up to empty 
it and to control the water to the river. 

The second way is to build this retention basin 
with already some water inside, with no 
necessity getting an impermeable layer. It can 
be designed like a small lake with fishes and 
water plants.  

A comparison of the two options is given in the 
following table. 

Parameter Impermeable 
basin 

Small lake 

   
Flood Protection ++++ ++ 

Aesthetic + +++ 

Ecology o ++ 

Infiltration No Yes 

Maintenance +++ + 

Cost Expensive Cheaper 

Table 1: Comparison of the two options 

These options have only an impact on a flood-
event, related to the threshold of the basin 
filing. They have the benefits not to influence 
the water level or the discharge of the river 
apart from flood period. This is essential for the 
working of the electric power plant. However, 
they have a positive impact on the water level, 
only downstream this installation. Therefore, it 
can protect the Fishery and the Meierhof, but 
not the New Mill. 

Absorbent car park 

In the area of the fishery, it is planned to build 
a car park, which can also be use for water 
retention.  

Indeed, under this parking, in the ground, a 
reservoir can be constructed. In association 
with landscape architecture, this car park near 
the fishery will be the lowest as possible, to 
collect the water of the fishery during a flood 
event. This solution can help, for a moderate 
flood event, to decrease the water level. This 
measure will give also more sufficient time to 
react and protect the buildings of this area with 
some emergency measures. 

The situation of the two technical measures, 
flood basin and absorbent parking is described 
in the following image. 

Pict. 4: Measures of flood protection 

Measures to protect the New Mill 

Avoid floods in the New Mill requires to put 
some overflow weirs along the waterway. At the 
present time, there is already one, but 
apparently its capacity was not enough to 
evacuate all the water during the floods.  

Moreover, a supplementary possibility can be 
thought. It is to build a small wall in the 
riverbank upstream the regulation of the 
channel to control the flow direction. Thus, that 
will decrease the filling of the channel in case of 
flood, and the extra water can be evacuated 
with the new overflow weirs. 

Supplementary measures 

To reduce the flow, also some non-technical 
measures have to be done. That is, for a better 
mitigation, the device in the retention basin 
entrance and the exit device has to be 
maintained.  

Moreover, the river-bed and the river bank 
have to be observed and preserved regularly. 
In another word, the old boughs, the dead leafs 
and everything that can block bridges or some 
regulation device should be picked up. This is 
necessary to evacuate and control the water in 
a good way during a flood. 

Finally, to prevent for another consequently 
event, it is also essential to empty the retention 
basin as soon as the downstream flood 
conditions permit it. 

 

Absorbant Park 
place 

Main flood reservoir 
protection 
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Reduction of Damages 

Permanent measure 

All measures already described will have an 
impact on the water level but without a real 
hydraulic computation, the impact on the water 
level cannot be determined. Some measures to 
reduce the damages are therefore essential.  

In the first hand, if it is possible, the first floor 
of buildings in the Fishery should be raised for 
about 50 or 70 cm. 

Then, for all buildings already inundated in 
2002, water-resistant building materials can be 
used below the base flood elevation. Moreover, 
during some flood, the sewage network can be 
damaged and some water can drive back in this 
pipe and go in the building through the sink and 
toilet. To prevent it, device backflow valves can 
be installed in the waste water network of each 
building. 

Temporary measures 

To avoid personal damages, measures can be 
done as an emergency measures like to put all 
domestic appliances (washing machine, water 
heater, heating device, oil tank…) and all 
electrical wires in some concrete block so as not 
to touch the ground. In addition to that, small 
water barriers can be put in each entrance of 
building (doors, windows…) potentially 
inundated.  

All these measures have to be learned by the 
population through good information plan.  

Emergency System 
These measures are nowadays vital, because 
even if we can protect building from some flood 
event, we can’t protect for each flood (because 
of its random characteristics). Moreover, each 
flood protection admits to have some risk to 
fail. In this way, emergency measures are 
essential to avoid lost of human life. 

Warning System 

The warning system is based on the forecasting 
of flood to gain more sufficient time to react. 
The weather forecast can in the first time, 
determine the eventual flood risk and warn 
people of the monastery. 

Then, an automatic system (composed with a 
sensor and an alarm system) can be set up in 
the retention reservoir to signal when the basin 
is filling up. This indicates the importance of the 
flood and means that this threshold has to be 
properly determined. 

Population information 

It is very important that people have to be 
advised before, during and after a flood. 
Nowadays there is no information system, but 
because of the news use of each building, it 
becomes necessarily.  

 Before the flood: the new inhabitants 
have not lived this flood event and have no idea 

how can run a flood and how they can live in 
this area. (Recommendation, protections…)  

 During the flood: An information 
system has to be set up in the radio, to explain 
the present situation, and also what they have 
to do (go in the upper floor, shut off the 
electricity and outside gas valve…). This can be 
natural, but during a flood, some people can 
panic, and want to hear clear-simply advices. 

 After the flood: notify to the occupants 
of flooded building what they can do. (Airing, 
disinfecting, heating up, damage inventory…) 

Evacuation plan 

For a big event, an evacuation plan has to be 
thought. For a best involvement of the 
occupants, it has to be created by the 
population together.  

Before the rise of the water level, and after to 
have taken the personal measures, a plan for 
the evacuation of the horses and animals in 
flooded area should be thought. The population 
has to define who (3 persons for the security) 
has to be included in this plan, where, and in 
which way they can to put the animals at the 
shelters.  

If the situation is worsened, an evacuation plan 
of the people must be set up. In this case, the 
population must describe the evacuation way, 
the regrouping places, and the lodging 
buildings. This plan has to be though by 
considering the capacity of each person.  

Moreover the knowledge of the risk decreases 
with the time. So, the information of the 
population has to be done regularly. A first 
conference, with all the new occupants, should 
be done, to explain the problem of flood in Stift 
Zwettl, its protection, and also the maintain 
recommendations and the emergency system.  

When building will be used for visitors, the risk 
of flood has to be putted up in permanent way. 

Then, another information system should be 
always available. In this way, everything (flood 
risk knowledge, flood protection running, 
personal protection, emergency measures…) 
must be in the web site of Stift Zwettl.  

Conclusion 
Some parts of the monastery Zwettl have 
suffered from the 2002 flood-event. This event 
was particularly relevant and has caused 
extensive damages. 

The global behaviour of the river Kamp was 
studied near the monastery. Some technical 
measures can be installed to decrease the 
water level and to decrease the damage due to 
an inundation. 

Finally, the emergency measures with a good 
information system remain the most important 
measure. Because that flood events are not 
frequent in this area, the re-information of the 
population should be done frequently in order 
not to forget the flood risk. 
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FISHERY 
Elena Dragozova-Ivanova (University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria) 

Heini-Elina Soutamo (University of Applied Sciences Weihenstephan, Freising, Germany) 

 

The monastery Zwettl represents an incredible architectural complex, which could be viewed 
from various aspects of its activity.  

On one hand, the monks preaching the Rule of Benedict and are trying with all their efforts to 
preserve this remarkable cultural and religious heart of the Catholic faith, so that they could 
pray to God for years and follow his laws from this incredible temple of the monastery. On the 
other hand, this huge architectural complex combines in itself both amazing activities in their 
nature, helping its existence to this day. A few decades ago the monastery represented an 
enclosed system and all activities were undertaken only by monks, today this is not possible, 
because of their small number. Changes in the society and socio-economical environment of 
the monastery have also changed the way of thinking inside the community. The monks are 
trying to recreate the Benedict laws and suit them to fit in the triad “economy-society-
nature”.  

There are many Christian symbols of the Christian love and mercifulness and the symbol of 
the fish is one of the most interesting and famous. That is why the fish farm at the area of the 
monastery complex is of interest concerning the symbolism it carries, too. On the other hand, 
having in mind only the economic side with the aim of self-supporting the monastery and the 
incredible environment conditions the production and sale of fish can be a rather profitable 
activity. It is an activity that does not require big investments and large staff. In search of 
various variants for the sustenance of the monastery, the monks very appropriately view the 
activity in the production and sale of fish as one of the possible alternatives for sustainable 
development of Zwettl. 

The sustainable development is a dynamic process. This made necessary the analysis of the 
economic, ecological and social conditions of the monastery Zwettl and its accompanying 
territories. That is why with the help of a SWOT-analysis, we have tried to realize the basic 
strong sides, weaknesses, opportunity, threats with the aim to point indicators in the future 
sustainable development of the complex. 

 

Fishery of the Monastery Zwettl 
Traditionally production of fish has been playing 
a significant role in the economics and tasks of 
monasteries. The reason is that Cistercian 
monasteries are placed on river valleys offering 
a perfect location for the production of fish. The 
location brings also some difficulties especially 
on areas where floods are common phenomena. 

In 2002 the monastery of Zwettl suffered under 
a flood of the river Kamp. The total area of the 
monastery's fishery was under water which 
damaged all buildings. Now some of the 
buildings have been totally or partially renewed, 
some are still waiting for actions.  

Inventory and Concept 
The aim is to create a concept for the fishery 
area including the buildings and activities. As 
there were no architecture students in the 
working group there is no detailed plan for the 
buildings only some ideas about their future use. 
But the surrounding landscape was designed 
concerning this imaginative use. 

SWOT-Analysis  

The first step was to get an overall picture about 
the planning area, its strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats (SWOT). The main 
interest was to focus on the landscape and the 

management possibilities of the terrain. The 
different aspects and conclusions are presented 
on the following pages. 
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SWOT – ANALYSIS OF THE FISHERY IN THE DOMAIN  

OF THE MONASTERY ZWETTL 

 

STRONG SIDES OPPORTUNITIES 

1. Unique environmental and climatic 
nature 

2. The territory is large enough for the 
development of different kinds of 
tourism, including fishing tourism. 

3. Favourable ecological and climatic 
conditions for the development of fish 
breeding. 

4. A religious and cultural centre. 
Monuments of the architectural art, 
combining different architectural styles 
and the gardening-park art. 

5. Good quantitative qualitative indicators 
of the water resource. 

6. Existing infrastructure for fish breeding. 

7. High grade given by the customers, 
concerning the quality of the produced 
fish. 

8. Production of the monastery needs. 

9. Existing building fund for the 
accommodation of tourists. Existing fish 
shop. 

1. Development of ecotourism, horse 
tourism, sport fishing tourism. 

2. The establishment of an attractive route 
for a passage, connecting the monastery, 
the fishery and the exhibition. 

3. Complex utilization of the properties, 
capacity and quality of the river water. 

4. Possibility for landscape architecture of the 
territory – creation of alpineums, flower 
gardens in front of the buildings and 
meditation sites and possibility for 
strengthening of the south slope. 

5. Development of fish breeding. Use the 
distribution companies for the sale of fish 
in near and more distant regions. Expanse 
of the variety of the produced species of 
fish. 

6. Environmentally clean and delicious as a 
registered mark of the monastery [patent] 

7. Establishment of conditions around the 
region of the fishing farm for the practicing 
of free fishing. 

8. Increase in the volume of the fish material 
used by monastery, depending on the 
increase in the number of visitors. 

WEAKNESSES THREATS 

1. Bad conditions of the building fund of 
the fishery farm and the buildings for 
tourists. 

2. Small production area. 

3. Lack of modern technology for the 
breeding of fish.  

4. No sufficient roads and parking places. 

5. Half-ruined building at the entrance of 
the fishery farm, making the whole 
vision of this area unattractive. 

6. Small number of existing trees and 
bushes decorative effects. 

1. Threat of annual flood. Lacking technology 
to manage rising water level in spring or 
during rainy seasons. 

2. Erosion of the land slipping south slope. 

3. Dangerous passing of the people through 
the main road network, especially during 
the winter period. 

4. Weak interest in the population of the 
town Zwettl, regarding the protection of 
the environment and creating of conditions 
for the sustainable development of the 
monastery and its accompanying 
territories.  

5. Lack of an accepted plan for the 
development of the monastery and its 
property as a part of the regional plan for 
development. 

6. Lack of a common establish plan of the 
territory.   

7. Difficulties in hiring of qualified personnel 
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Conclusions 

The biggest relative weight falls on the relation 
between “OPPORTUNITIES - STRONG SIDES”, 
which presupposes an aggressive policy 
concerning the reconstruction and expansion of 
the activity of the fishery in monastery Zwettl? 

The following priorities are outlined: 

• Increase in the productive capacity of 
the husbandry with the aim to increase 
the necessary financial incomes, 
necessary for the self-support of the 
monastery complex; 

• The production of environmentally 
clean production, with high taste 
qualities as a registered trademark of 
the monastery; 

• Development of tourism on the base of 
good natural resources; 

• Through tourism and the 
popularization of the fish production to 
attract the public attention to the 
preservation of the cultural-historical 
heritage of the monastery complex 
and the natural-ecological resources of 
the region. 

Special care should be taken to build 
equipment, protecting from the flood in the 
spring. 

Combined efforts with the town authorities are 
necessary to develop a concept for the 
attraction of the native population for work, 
assisting the governance of the monastery in 
different ways. 

Principles for the Planning 

Area Analysis 

The fishery is situated next to the monastery 
complex. From the planning viewpoint the most 
significant problem is the yearly flooding of the 
river Kamp. Therefore the planning started with 
a discussion about the measures which could be 
taken in order to protect the area or at least 
keep damages as marginal as possible. The 
solution can be seen in the detail plan for the 
parking area next to the street. 

Challenges are: 

• valley situation with partly very deep 
slopes with danger for erosion 

• location almost at the water level 

• protected by lower buildings 

• fish ponds in the centre of the area 

• street situation between the 
monastery and fishery is dangerous 

• damaged buildings by the flood in 
2002 which are still under construction 

• lack of documentation and snow on the 
ground 

 

Pict. 1: View to the slope over the fish ponds. 

Structure of the Fishery Area 

The river Kamp, water canals and fish pools are 
giving the structure for the area. It is easy to 
see three different usages of the place, firstly, 
an open air retirement field, secondly, fish 
production and sale, and thirdly, the more 
private guest housing. Furthermore one of the 
walking routes is going through the monastery 
and fishery.  

Arriving the fishery customers and guests reach 
first the parking area leaving their cars, 
secondly they continue to the fish selling and 
production area through the park or along the 
road. Guests staying in houses have the 
possibility to deliver their belongings to the flats 
and then leave their cars at the parking area 
walking over the bridges to the other side of 
the canal. (See picture 3.) 

Entrance Area with Parking 

The entrance area should invite the visitor to 
stay and spend some time in the nature. The 
big birch trees are to be saved and some 
further trees should be planted. The information 
about the area and fish production will be given 
in form of information panel adapted to the 
format of the guiding system of the monastery.  

 

Pict. 2: View to the fish sale and production 
area from the entrance.
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Pict. 3: Area Structure. 1) Parking area, 2) Fish production and sale with green areas, and 3) holiday 
flats, and 4) nature recreational areas with sanctuary.

The aim is to catch the vehicles at the entrance 
and give visitors a feeling of nature and peace 
through the river, valley landscape with the 
flavour of park situation leading towards the 
end of the area. 

The parking area is going to serve also as a 
water reservoir during heavy rains and floods. 
It will be situated lower as its surroundings so 
that the rising water will be stopped before it 
will reach the rest of the area. There are some 
special technology, measures and materials to 
be used for this purpose. Furthermore the 
whole pathway and street network is going to 
be covered with permeable materials providing 
the water to drip rapidly into the ground.  

Fish Sale and Production 

The aim is to connect the ponds with their 
surroundings and to create a meadow with 
apple, plum and cherry trees. This area could 
serve the visitors for pick nicks as well as to get 
familiar with the fish breeding, production cycle 
and preparation for sale.  

The small garage will be replaced behind the 
production and sale house. The road will be 
smaller and usable just for walking. Both sides 
of the water canal, river banks and fish pond 
need to be secured and fenced. Therefore are 
planned wooden pollars with symbolic carvings 
reminding the visitors of the Christian symbolic 
of fish and fishing?  

The walking route will run through this part of 
the fishery area and continue over a bridge and 
a small dam towards the sister convent of 
Neumühle. On the road just after the bridge on 
the other side of river Kamp is planned a small 
nature sanctuary for meditation which can be 
reached by a boat in summer. 

Holiday Flats 

In this area are at the moment three buildings 
damaged by the flood in 2002, which are 
intended for renovated holiday flats. The 
perfect location next to the water on the south 

slope and close to the services of the 
monastery offers a good base for creation of a 
sustainable holiday resort for visitors who are 
looking for silence, nature and maybe also 
some spiritual experience. 

 

Pict. 4. Holiday flat on the south slope with a 
private garden. 

 

 

Pict. 5. View from the road towards the fishery 
area. 
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There are very nice, sunny areas between the 
houses offering a possibility to create a feeling 
of private gardens for guests. The south slope 
is an excellent place to grow fruit trees, which 
have been done already earlier as the 
documents of the monastery tell. The trees to 
be planted will connect the fishery with the 
monastery gardens as there are several old 
sorts of apples, plums and pears which can be 
used on the terraces or as espalier trees on 
house walls. 

Growing espalier trees is also a tradition in the 
monastery Zwettl, which could be revitalised in 
this way. 

 

Pict. 6. Situation at the moment between the 
buildings on the south slope. 

River Banks and Vegetation 

One of the aims of the planning was to keep the 
area as natural as possible. Therefore the 
vegetation on river banks and on the slopes 
should be kept untouched but though trimmed. 
At the moment the forest on the slope and the 
trees and bushes are growing more or less wild. 
There is a need to take some measures to clean 
the undergrowth and plant some young trees in 
order to keep the vegetation in a proper form 
representing the entire cycle of natural 
succession. The foreseen tree arts are Populus, 
Alnus, Betula, Fagus, Salix, and Picea with 
shrubs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FISHERY 

 

48  ACADEMIA DANUBIANA 2 / 2006 

Pict. 7. Plan for the fishery area in the monastery Zwettl 
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Meierhof – Sawmill is that part of the monastery complex which is directly affected from the 
river Kamp high water. The main part of the area is damaged by floods and is unusable. The 
aim of this research is to find the most appropriate function of this area. Taking into 
consideration the conditions, the solution is to organize activities which are mobile and do not 
require expensive necessary equipment. So the place provides very good conditions for 
developing a horse base with horse riding centre and horse riding school. Moreover the wide 
area of the Monastery complex provides possibilities for developing a riding route net. There 
are a number of different length circular routes through the wood, a route to the mill and 
routes to the near towns and villages. Some of the buildings in Meierhof had been used for 
farming and they are suitable for such purposes. After some repairs and reconstruction work 
the building complex can be converted into a real horse riding center.  

 

Inventory and Concept 
The Meierhof (Pict. 1) is located in the east of 
the monastery, near the river Kamp. It is 
connected with the monastery by stairs and by 
one existing bridge to the Sawmill (Pict. 2). The 
main entrance to Meierhof and Sawmill is from 
the main road. Many of the buildings in this 
area are damaged by the flood and now they 
are out of use. The main problem of Meierhof 
and Sawmill is flood. 

The aim of this report is to find a new concept 
for the function of the area. 

Analysis 
Due to the location of Meierhof and Sawmill is 
close to the river floods are possible. That is 
why the activities which have to be planned 
there should be such that in case of the flood-
event they could be easily placed somewhere 
else and the material losses will not be too 
great. The buildings in Meierhof had been used 
for farming – cow houses, storehouses, barns 
and s.o. So that they are suitable for such 
purposes and after some repairs and 
reconstruction work can be renovated.  

Horse riding in this region is a very popular 
activity. Some owners of horses in the town 
Zwettl are looking for accommodation for their 
horses. They are interested to bring their 
horses in the monastery to someone, who will 
take care of them. So the place provides very 
good conditions for developing a horse base 
and a horse riding centre with horse riding 
school and hypotherapy centre. Moreover the 
wide area of the monastery complex provides 
possibilities for marking and developing a riding 
route net. There are a number of different 
length circular routеs through the wood, a route 
to the mill and routes to the near towns and 
villages. The riding route net includes: a 
number of different length circular routes giving 
the riders possibility to choose, depending on 
their needs and wishes; short circular routes - 
which can be used for riding school and which 

are located near the monastery complex; long 
circular routes – which can be used for riding in 
wider area for one hour or more; daily routes – 
long routes which are connected with small 
towns in the neighbourhood or with some 
interesting places (e.g. lake, historical area and 
s.o.). In case of these long routes there is a 
need for render certain restaurants with place 
for horses to tide them and give them food and 
water, and in some cases there is also a need 
for pensions for sleeping with stables; special 
routes for gallop - if there is a possibility of 
using the existing meadows for this purpose. 
Why exactly these routes? Because there is a 
possibility of using the existing wood roads 
(Pict. 3) for riding routes, no need for making 
new curtains; because there are a number of 
different natural visual attractions which are 
necessary for the “full esthetical feeling” during 
riding: 

- changes between closed and 
opened spaces/areas 
(woods/meadows) (Pict. 4, 6); 

- wood edge (Pict. 5); 
- existence of different views, 

especially panoramical view of the 
monastery (Pict. 7); 

- existence of water in the area- 
rivers and lakes (Pict. 8); 

- presence of different inclinations 
- other things e.g. historical 

symbols (Pict. 9); 
- no conflicts with other utilities 

(foot-travelers, cars and s.o.), and 
if there is a possibility for conflicts 
the problem can be solved very 
easily with separations and 
appropriate signs. 
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Pict. 1: Area of the Meierhof  

 

Pict. 2: Area of the Sawmill 
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Pict. 3: Monastery Zwettl. Plan of existing roads  

 

Pict. 4: open spaces/ meadows; agricultural 
areas 

 

Pict. 5: wood edge 

 

 

Pict. 6: closed spaces/ wood 

 

 

Pict. 7: panoramic view of the monastery 
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 Pict. 8: river Kamp 

Revitalization of the buildings 

Meierhof 

The place is appropriate for establishing a horse 
base with a horse riding centre. The old 
cowhouse №1 and building №2 will be 
reconstructed in stables for horses (Pict. 10). 
Building №3 will be extended and converted 
into a riding hall. Building №4 is for storage. 
Building №7 will be removed and will be 
replaced by open parking place. Building №8 
will be used for accommodation of the horse 
keepers because it is on a higher level and it is 
safer in case of flood. The basic floor is used for 
donkey’s stall. Building №9 is an electricity 
power station. Buildings №10 and №11 will be 
used for storages. Building №12 is converted 
into a club (showers, dressing rooms, coffee, 
WCs) or storage because it’s too narrow for 
stables. The yard will be used for paddock and 
place for washing horses.  

Sawmill – Thermal power station 

Sawmill (№15) which is out of use will be 
removed and replaced by two paddocks and a  
big pasture for the horses. The storage place 
for wooden material of the thermal power 
station (№14) will be extended. The connection 
between Meierhof and Sawmill is the existing 
bridge (№16).  

Pict. 9: the New mill 

 

Riding routes - rules 

 route width = 2-3m optimum 

 height of 3.5 m (the height of horse 
and rider together); along the routes 
there should be no obstacles (tree 
branches) 

 curtain – the best curtain for this 
purpose is sand with 20-25% of clay or 
round pebble. But, in this case it is 
possible to use the existing earthen 
wood roads and field roads and fill up 
with material only short circular roads 
which are in use more intensive than 
others.
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Pict. 10: Design plan  

1, 2. Stable; 3. Riding hall; 4. Storage; 5. Parking; 6.House for rent; 8. Horse keeper's house;  
9. Electrisity power station; 10, 11. Storage; 12. Club; 13. Saddle room; 14. Thermal power station;  
16. Bridge; 17. Pasture; 18. Paddock; 19. Washing place; 20. Rock garden. 

 
There are more detailed revitalization schemes of the buildings number 1, 2, 3, 12 and 13. All 
of these buildings shall in the future be parts of a riding center. The whole area is endangered 
by floods, therefore, large investments are useless. I tried to make concepts of how the 
buildings could be used in a new way with the least effort. Most of these buildings are also 
protected because of their historical worth, therefore, all of the front facades should be kept 
in their original appeal, but of course with the integration of modern technology to provide an 
adequate internal climate.  

Building Nr.1 
This is a beautiful old cow stable with a cross 
vault ceiling and a cow-head statue above the 
front entrance door. At first I suggest all the 
windows to be replaced by new ones with an 
isolation double glazing but in the original look 
of the old windows. The floor should be covered 
by a nitrogenium resistant rubber which will be 
kind to the hooves and warm on touch. The 
space should be divided into boxes by simple 
open metal-wood panel elements. Each box 
should get it´s own drinking fountain for horses 
and a food manger. As a final touch, but not 
necessary would be a new paint of external and 
internal walls. 

 

Pict. 11: Building Nr. 1. 

Building Nr.2 
This building must have formerly been used for 
living. Its facade is very asymmetric, which 
makes it a unique conglomerate of building for 
practical purposes. As suggested before, all 
windows should be replaced by new ones with 
an isolation double glazing but in the original 
look of the old windows. The plan on the poster 
shows the changes of disposition I suggested. 
Yet there would be some demolition- and 
masonwork needed. New floor coverings are 
also shown on the poster. The second floor 
should be only used as a store space. Of 
course, the facade needs a new paint, too.  

Pict. 12: Building Nr. 2. 
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Building Nr.3 
Is a long barn. It is directly connected to 
building Nr.2. It´s enormous length and bright 
height made me think of it as of an 
unprofessional riding hall, suitable for 
hypotherapy. As suggested before, all windows 
should be replaced by new ones with an 
isolation double glazing but in the original look 
of the old windows. The huge old doors should 
be replaced by smaller wooden sliding doors. A 
partition should be removed. New floor 
coverings are also shown on the poster. And of 
course, the facade needs  a new paint, too. 

 

Pict. 13: Building Nr. 3. 

Building Nr.12 
Is a small building in the middle of the yard. It 
is definitely younger than the other buildings. It 
could be used as a small stable for 5-6 horses.  
The space should be divided into boxes by 
simple open metal-wood panel elements. Each 
box should get it´s own drinking fountain for 
horses and a food manger. It has more 
entrances, some are definitely younger, some 
are immured. As suggested before, all windows 
should be replaced by new ones with an 
isolation double glazing but in the original look 
of the old windows. The facade is not plastered, 
but shows details of the brickwork. Maybe it 
could be covered by bricklike tiles, which will 
protect the existing brickwork. 

 

Pict. 14: Building Nr. 12. 

Building Nr.13 
Is a small building directly connected to 
building Nr. 13. It would be suitable as a 
saddle-store and storage for grain food. As 
suggested before, all windows should be 
replaced by new ones with a isolation. As a final 
touch, but not necessary would be a new paint 
of external and internal walls. 

Waste 
Horse waste is not just like waste from any 
animal. Horses eat purely vegetarian and high 
quality food. That makes their faeces one of the 

best fertilizers for garden plants. But at first the 
waste needs to be composted: either vertically, 
or horizontally. Or the waste can be used to 
produce heat energy. Once pressed into pellets, 
the waste produces no more smell and can be 
elegantly burned in a heat power – plant. 
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1999 – present day: computer activity in diocese linz 

2003 - 2005: representative of students at catholic-theological private university  

2005 – present day: webmaster at catholic private university linz  

Computer – edcl classification programm 

 

 

Miroslav Greguš 

Dipl. Ing. 
Current status: Ph.D. student  
 
Contact: 
Institute with address: Radlinského 11, 811 07, Bratislava, Slovakia 
Phone: 00421 908 866 155 
Email: mirec.gregus@gmail.com  

 
Short Biography: 

Date of birth: 25.12.1979 

1994-1998: High school of Civil Engineering, Kremnicka Banska Bystrica  

1998-2003: Slovak University of Technology, Faculty of Civil Engineering 

2002-2003: Participant of International Competition BERLIN 2002, defining an architecture 
for 21st century 

2002-2003: Attendance on student`s scientific conference in architecture, faculty round 

Works: Berlin – town plan study 

Svaty Kriz – town study plan ( 1st price ) 

Divin – renaissance manor-house (innovation of sights) 

since October 2003: Slovak University of Technology, Inceptor of Faculty of Civil engineering, 
Department of Architecture 
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Roman Grünner 

Dipl. Ing. 
Current status: Ph.D. student 
 
Contact: 
Slovak University of Technology 
Faculty of Civil Engineering 
Department of Architecture 
Radlinského 11 
813 68 Bratislava 
Slovak Republic 
Phone.: +421/(0)907 550368 
email: roman@grunner.sk 
 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION  
Date of birth: 15.03.1981  
Place of Birth: Bratislava, Slovak Republic  
Citizenship: Slovak  
Sex: male  
 

EDUCATION  
1995 – 1999 High school „Ladislava Novomesky“, Bratislava, Slovak Republic  
1999 -  Slovak University of Technology Bratislava, Slovak Republic, Faculty of Civil 

Engineering, Department of Architecture  
6.2001 State exam in German language  
6.2002 Bachelor Diploma in the field of Building Structures  
10.2002 TU Dresden, Faculty of Architecture, Germany  
1.2004 – 3.2004 Practice in Architekturbüro Zimmermann, Dresden, Germany  
8.2004 Syria, Reconstruction of Krak des Chevaliers  
8.2005 Diploma (Dipl.-Ing) at TU-Dresden, Faculty of Architecture, Germany  
10.1005 European PhD. Study at the TU-Dresden, Faculty of Architecture, Germany and 

University of Technology, Dep. of Architecture, Bratislava, Slovak republic  
1.2006 Diploma (Dipl.-Ing) at STU-Bratislava, Faculty of Architecture, Slovak Republic  
2.2006 Workshop in Zwettl, Cloister of Zwettl, Austria 
3.2006 Workshop in Attersee, Village Attersee, Austria 
3/4.2006 Workshop in Neusiedl, Austria  
 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  
Driving license Class 3  
Languages Czech - fluently  
German – State exam, DSH  
English – fluently  
Computer skills AutoCAD, Photoshop, Illustrator, Cinema 4D, Flash, Html  
Interests Sport, Traveling, Photography 

 

Peter Jakubišin 

 
Current status: Student of Architecture 
 
Contact:  
Olše 35, SR-055 01 Margecany 
Phone: +421 0908 269 619 
Email: arch133@orangemail.sk 

 
Short Biography 

Date of birth: January, 13th 1984 

Place of birth: Gelnica 

Nationality: Slovac 

Marital status: Single 

Education:  

1990–1999: Primary School in Margecany 

1999-2003: Grammer School for woodworking in Spišská Nová Ves 

Since 2003: Studies of Architecture at the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislva 
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Alexander Kanovsky 

 
Current status: Master Program student  
 
Contact: 
University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences 
Institute for Civil Engineering 
Peter Jordan-Straße 82  
A-1190 Wien  
kanovskya@kanovsky.at 
+43/664/5252644 
 

 

Biography  

4th  of October 1983 

1989 – 1997: compulsory school, Klagenfurt, Austria 

1997 – 2002: Higher Federal Institute for Garden and Landscape Design; recess emphasis in turf grass 
science and sports facilities construction 

Since 2003: University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna 

2003 – 2006: Bachelor’s Programs in Environmental Engineering and Landscape Architecture and Planning 

2006 - present day: Master Program in Land Management and Civil Engineering with the research area 
in combined payment mechanism at Austria´s High Speed road PPP Program in cooperation with 
ASFINAG 

2006 - present day: Master Program in Landscape Architecture and Planning; research area:  
applicability of the principle of non-contact geophysical folder ion procedures on turfgrass-surfaces to 
establish an efficient, surface mapping process. Project developed in cooperation with the Universität 
Stuttgart-Hohenheim 

During the technical training countless practical courses in central Europe and Author of scientific papers 

Member of the German and European Turfgrass Society 

 

Werner Kvarda 

o. Univ. Prof. DI. Arch. Dr. rer. Nat.  
Current status: professor emeritus 
 
Contact: 
University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences – BOKU  
Centre for Environmental Studies an Nature Conservation – ZUN  
A.-  1180 Wien, Gregor Mendelstrasse 33  
Phone: +43 – 1 – 47654 – 4500  
Email: werner.kvarda@boku.ac.at  
Website: http://www.academia-danubiana.net  

 
Short Biography  

Date of birth: 15. December 1940    

1961 – 1968           Architect student    Technical University, Vienna and Illinois Tech, Chicago  

1968 – 1970           Official expert         Austrian Institute of Regional Planning 

1971 – 1974           Technical assistant  Austrian Inst. of Building Research and Architectural offices  

1975 – 1977           Assistant professor  Department of Spatial Planning, Technical University Vienna  

1978 – 1992           Professor                Federal Horticultural School in Schönbrunn and Pedagogical 

                                                           Academy for Agriculture and Forestry, Ober St.Veith, Vienna  

1993 – 2002           Professor                University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences,  

                                                           Department of Landscape Planning, Vienna     

2003 -                    Professor                Visiting Professor, Slovak Technical University, Bratislava 

 

 

Picture size 

(Bildgröße) 

4,6 x 2,7cm 

grayscale 

(Schwarzweiß) 
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Katinka Mihova 

Associate Professor, Ph.D. 
Current status: University Lecturer, Assoc.Professor 
 
Contact: 
Dep.Management of Natural Resources 
University of Forestry 
10, Kl.Ohridski str.  
1756 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: (+359-2)91907*288 
Email: katinkabg@yahoo.com  
 

 

Short Biography (Kurzbiographie) 

27 May 1952 

1975 – Graduated Engineer Park and Landscape Planning (Landscape Architecture now), Sofia 

1976 -1994 – Research Assistant at University of Forestry (incl. period of Ph.D. work) 

Since 1994 – University Lecturer in Ecomanagement, Environmental Policy, Sustainable tourism. 

Scientific interests: Environmental Policy; Sustainable development; European Environmental Policy; 
Ecomanagement; Environmental Management; Environmental Economics; Urban Ecology and 
Management; Recreation and Tourism Capacity; Environmental Management Standards; Environmental 
Education; 

About 45 scientific publications in te fields.  

Participation in a lot of specislizations and international projects: IMG TEMPUS, CRE COPERNICUS, ETP 
Program, CRC Central European University Budapest, Regional Environmental Centre REC, COST E30, 
ERASMUS Program IP SOIL and VITANOVA, INTERREG III Cadses GreenKeys project, etc. 
Environmental NGO engagement. 

 

Natasa Mitic 

 
Current status: student 
 
Contact:  
Institute with address: Faculty of Forestry, Belgrade, Kneza Viseslava 1 
Phone (Telefon): +381 11 3553 122 
Email: natasa_mitic@yahoo.com 

 

Short Biography (Kurzbiographie) 

Date of birth: 31/10/1979. 

Practical expirience: 

2002 competition:urban-architectual solution for the park „Mladen Stojanovic“ in BanjaLuka, 
Bosnia (internacional competition) 

2003. competition: AUPA2003, „Young people in town“ in Pancevo, Serbia 

2003/2004. competition: „Revitalization of Topcider park“ in Belgrade, Serbia (II prize) 

2004. workshops: cemeteries and farmsteads 

2004. Belgrade International Fair of Horticulture, Students work presentation 

2005. I Fair of Landscape Architecture, Belgrade 

2005. sertificates: GIS in planning and managing in Forestry, 

 Databases in planning and managing in Forestry 

2005/2006. demonstrator at the subject Environmental and Landscape Planning, Faculty of Forestry, 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Horticulture  

 

Languages: english and rusian 

Computer skills: Microsoft Office, PhotoShop, CorelDraw, AutoCAD, MapInfo(GIS) 

 

No picture 
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Visnja Nikolic 

 
Current status: student of landscape architecture 
 
Contact: 
University of Belgrade  
Faculty of forestry / department of Landscape Arhitecture 
Address: Kneza Viseslava 1 
11000 Belgrade 
Serbia and Montenegro 
Tel: +381 64 22 126 22 
e-mail: visnjan@eunet.yu 
  

Short Biography  
Date of birth: 31.7.1979. Belgrade, Serbia  
1998. begun of landscape architecture studies at Faculty of Forestry in Belgrade 
2001. participated in ELASA (European Landscape Architecture Students’ Association) Annual 
Conference in Malmo, Sweden (Alnarp) 
2002. participated in ELASA mini meeting in Vienna ( BOKU) 
2002. member of the organizing team of ELASA annual conference which took place in Serbia 
2002. attended a seminar on nature protection organized by Stability Pact for Southeastern Europe. 
2002./2003. I was also a member of the organizing team and a participant of two student-exchange 
workshops for students from Slovenia and Serbia and Montenegro. The firs one was in October 2002 in 
a small town on the coast in Montenegro, and the second one took place in April 2003 in Slovenia.  
2003. participated in ELASA Annual Conference in Bulgaria 
2003. attended an annual EFLA (European Foundation for Landscape Architecture) General Assembly in 
Brussels, as a representative of ELASA, and also a seminar on “Landscape Architecture and the 
European Union 6th Environmental Action Programme” 
2004. participated in ELASA mini meeting in Berlin, Germany 
2005. participated in IP SOIL I in Neusiedl, Austria 
2005. participated in JEP “LENNE” tempus Project kick off meeting as a student assistent 
2006. participated in IP VITA NOVA in Stift Zwettl 
 

Klara Oberhumer 

 
Current status: Student of Lectureships of Mathematic and catholic Theology 
 
Contact: 
Hauptstraße 9, A-4040 Linz 
Phone:+43 (0)650 2491981 
Email: klara@oberhumer.at 

 
Short Biography 

Date of birth: September, 24th  1981 

Place of birth: Wels 

Nationality: Austrian 

Marital status: Single 

 

Education:  

1988-1992 Primary School in Gallneukirchen 

1992-1996 Lower secondary school in Gallneukirchen 

1996-2001 Grammer School for muic in Linz 

Since 2001 Studies of Lectureship of Mathematics and Theology at the Johannes-Kepler-
University and at the Catholic-Theological-Private-University in Linz 
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Beata Polomová 

Ing.arch., PhD. 
Current status: professor 
 
Contact: 
Faculty of architecture, Slovak University of Technology 
Námestie slobody 19 
812 45 Bratislava 
SLOVAKIA 
Phone: 00421 2 5727635-6, -0 
email: beata.polomova@stuba.sk 
 

 

Short Biography: 

Date of birth: 04.04.1959 in Bratislava 

1974-1978: Attendance of Technical College of Civil Engineering in Bratislava  

1978-1983: Attendance of Slovak University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture in Bratislava 

1983-1990: architectural practice in Stavoprojekt Bratislava, designig of new buildings in historical 
centre and urban planing 

1991-1992: architectural practice in Wien by prof. V. Hufnagel 

1993-1998: individual architectural practice + external PhD student of Faculty of Architecture STU BA 

2003: authorized architect, a member of Slovak Architects Chamber 

2004: obtained PhD degree; Developement of Lithurgical Space in the 20th Century-Function of Light in 
its Architecture 

1998-2006: pedagogue at Slovak University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture, Department of 
Architectural Heritage Restoration, specialisation in restoration of sacral architecture and the night 
scenery of public spaces in historical cores 

 

Georgy Pouhalev 

Professor, Dr.Sc. 
Current status: Professor (emeritus) 
 
Contact: 
Dep.Management of Natural Resources 
University of Forestry 
10, Kl.Ohridski str.  
1756 Sofia, Bulgaria 
Phone: (+359-2)91907*288 
Email: pouhalev@ltu.bg  
 

 

Short Biography 

23 March 1935 

1959-Graduated Engineer Park and Landscape Planning (Landscape Architecture), Sofia 

1959-1966 – Project Designer in Natural forest areas and Urban Forests; PhD in Economics 

Since 1966 – University Lecturer Urban Economics and Management, Environmental Economics and 
Management; Dr.Sc.;Dep. Economics and Management, University of Forestry;  

Scientific interests: Management of Environment and Nature Protection; Urban Ecology and 
Management; Organisation and Economics of Landscape Architecture, Norms and costs for regulation of 
green areas and urban environment standards, Methodological aspects of economic evaluation of green 
areas in the town and regional planning; History and Protection of Garden and Landscape Monuments; 

Author of about 100 scientific and informative articles in the fields and textbook for students; 

Consultancy work (Licence Environmental Impact Assessment and Official Expert at the National Agency 
for Higher Education Accreditation) and Environmental NGO engagement: Balkan Network of Env.NGOs, 
BEN Drama, International Academy of Architecture, European Forum "Capital Cities of United Europe". 
etc. Many specializations and international projects: Seminar of International Institute for Suburban and 
Regional Studies, Baltimore (Dubrovnik); ETP Program, etc. In 1998 Prof. Pouhalev has been awarded 
as a Research Advisor to the International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, England. 

 

Picture size 

(Bildgröße) 

4,6 x 2,7cm 

grayscale 

(Schwarzweiß) 



APPENDIX 

70  ACADEMIA DANUBIANA 2 / 2006 

 

Wolfgang Pühringer 

 
Current status: student 
 
Contact: 
Wolfgang Pühringer 
Lüfteneggerstr. 13 
4020 Linz 
0650/ 2673478 
Wolfgangpueh@gmx.at  
 

 

Short Biography (Kurzbiographie) 

Date of birth: 26.04.1984 in Linz (Austria) 

1988-1992: Attendance of Elementary School „Diesterweg“ in Linz  

1992-1996: Attendance of Grammar School Linz - Körnerstrasse 

1996-2001: Attendance of a School for nursery-teacher with A-level exam. 

2001-2002: Completion of community service as alternative for military service for an organization in 
Wels (Austria) 

Since September 2002: Study of Theology at the Catholic-Theological Privateuniversity in Linz to 
become a religious teacher. 

 

Michael Rosenberger 

Dr. habil. 
Current status: o. Univ.Prof., Institutsvorstand 
 
Contact: 
Institute for Moral Theology, Bethlehemstr.20, 4020 Linz, Austria 
Phone 0043/732/784293-4169 
Email m.rosenberger@ktu-linz.ac.at 

 

Short Biography (Kurzbiographie) 

Date of birth: 8.3.1962 

 

1981-1989 student of theology at the University of Würzburg and the Pontifical University Gregoriana 
Rome 

1989-1995 pastoral work as a priest in various parishes of the diocese of Würzburg 

1995 graduation Dr. theol. 

1996-2002 assistant professor for moral theology at the University of Würzburg 

1999 graduation Dr. theol. habil. 

Since 2002 ordinary professor for moral theology at the catholic university of Linz 
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Lenka Rozsívalová 

Bc 
Current status: student at the Slovak University of Technology 
 
Contact: 
Justičná 3, 81107, Bratislava I, Slovakia 
 
phone: 00421 904 637 585; e-mail: malaoveka@yahoo.com 
  

Short Biography: 

Date of birth: 11.03.1983 

1994 guest student at the Max Joseph Stift junior high school, Munich, Germany 

1997 graduation at the Lutheran elementary school, Bratislava , Slovakia 

1998  guest student at the Austrian bilingual high school: Österreichische Schule Prag, Prague, Czech 
Republic 

2002 graduation at the Lutheran bilingual high school: Evanjelické Lýceum, Bratislava, Slovakia 

2005 Bachelor´s degree in Civil Engineering at the Slovak University of Technology, Bratislava, 
Slovakia 

2006 studying for Master´s degree in Civil Engineering at the Slovak University of Technology, 
Bratislava, Slovakia 

 

Birgit Schmidt 

Prof. 
Current status: Professor 
 
Contact: 
University of Applied Sciences Weihenstephan 
Am Hofgarten 4 
85350 Freising, Germany 
Phone: 0049/ 08161/713777 
Email: birgit.schmidt@fh-weihenstephan.de 

 
Short Biography  

2006  Associate Dean University of Applied Sciences of the University of 
Weihenstephan; Germany  
Associate Dean of the faculty of Landscape Architecture 

2004 Professor University of Applied Sciences of the University of 
Weihenstephan; Germany 
Degree program in Landscape Architecture 

2003- 1999 Studio  Mettler + Schmidt, Berlin, Germany 
- development and realisation of projects 
- competitions 
- publications and exhibitions 

2003-2002  Lecturer Technical University of Brandenburg (BTU), Cottbus, Germany 
Degree program in Architecture 
Institute for Landscape Architecture 

1999-1992 Landscape Architect Work in several renowned Studios of Landscape Architecture 
in project management, project planning and realisation 

1997 Lecturer Technical University of Berlin, Germany 
Degree program in Landscape Architecture 

1992- 1986 Student Study of Landscape Architecture at the Technical University, 
Berlin, Germany 

1986- 1985 Gardener Working as a gardener in a Landscape Gardening company, 
Bonn, Germany 

1985-1983 Apprenticeship Apprenticeship in a Landscape Gardening company,  
Zülpich, Germany 
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Dorothea Selg 

Dipl. Theo. 
Current status: Ph.D. Student 
 

Contact: 
Catholic University  
Institute of Moral Theology 
Bethlehemstr. 20 
A-4020 Linz 
doroselg@gmx.de   +49/162/7161655 
 

 

Biography  
13th of February 1974 
1980 – 1984: primary school, Wasserburg bei Günzburg, Germany  
1984 – 1993: secondary school, Wettenhausen, Germany 
1993 – 1999: Catholic University Eichstätt, Germany 
1999:1th state examination in Catholic Theology and German literature for seconary school 

education 
1999:  diploma in Catholic Theology 

thesis: Different Ways of Spiritual Quest: The Confessions of Augustin and Novalis´ 
Hymn of     the Night 

2004: examination for pastoral assistant 
thesis: The “Igantian Exercises”  as a model of catecheses of confirmation. A Research 
on the catechese of confirmation of a East German parish   

2004 – present day:  Ph. D. Student; research area: “Deciding on a gut level”. The function of 
emotions in deciding processes according to natural sciences and Christian 
spirituality. 

 

Dejan Skocajic 

M.Sc. 
Current status: Lecturer-assistant, 
Secretary of the Chair of the Planning and Design in Landscape Architecture 
Contact: 
Department for Landscape Architecture and Horticulture, 
Faculty of Forestry, Belgrade University 
Kneza Viseslava 1, 11030 Belgrade, Serbia 
Phone: +381 11 355 31 22 ext. 208; +381 64 172 32 27 
Fax:     +381 11 254 54 85; email: dskocajic@sbb.co.yu 

 

Date of birth: 
13.08.1969. 
1989-1995 
 Practical training with CFME "LESPROECT" in Moscow, Russia, 1991. 
 B.Sc. (Dipl. ing.) of Landscape Architecture, 1995. 

1996-2001  
 Fellowship of the Ministry of Science and Technology of the Republic of Serbia, for prominent graduated students on a project at the Chair of Planning and Design in 

Landscape architecture, Faculty of Forestry, University of Belgrade, at the project "Improvement ant optimal use of potential of forest ecosystems of Serbia". 
2001-2004  
 Assistant at the Chair of Planning and Design in Landscape architecture of the Department of Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Forestry, University of 

Belgrade, 2001. 
 Involved in organization of the National festivals of adult education with the Stability Pact project: Beograd 2001, 2002, 2004. 
 Students mentor in the workshop and competition AUPA in Pancevo, 2002, 2003. 
 Designer and supervisor for the Revitalization project of surroundings of the Serbian monastery Hilandar, Greece, 2002-2004.  
 Involved in University entrance examination for the Study of Landscape Architecture, 2003- 
 Involved in organization of the Regional festival of adult education with the Stability Pact project: Skopje, 2003. 
 Involved in organization of the International conference: "Teacher training in adult education", Beograd, 2003. 
 Students mentor in the Project of Revitalizing the Topcider Park in Belgrade, 2003-2004. 
 Involved in organization of the International conference: "Education and peace", Beograd, 2004. 
 M.Sc. - "Landscape architecture of the Serbian medieval monastery complexes". 2004. 

2005-present 
 Lecturer-Assistant at the modules: History of Landscape architecture, History of garden art, Landscape design (Lecturing, Exercises, Studio work, Field trips) at 

the Department of Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Forestry, University of Belgrade, 2005-. 
 Secretary of the Chair of the Planning and Design in Landscape Architecture, 2005-. 
 Member of the jury of the I Landscape Architecture Exhibition in Belgrade, 2005.  
 Organizer of the student's professional excursions in Italy and France, 2005, 2006. 
 Participant in LE:NOTRE TEMPUS Project: European Union funded project aimed at strengthening co-operation between universities and higher education 

institutions involved in teaching and research in landscape architecture (responsible for module History and conservation), 2005- 
 Involved in Curriculum Development at the Department for Landscape Architecture and Horticulture, 2006. 
 Participant in the General Plan for Restoration of the monastery Hilandar, 2006. 

Membership of professional bodies: 
 Member of the Association Of Landscape Architects of Serbia (ALA) 

Key qualifications: 
 Landscape history, Garden art, Landscape design, Cultural landscape. 

Language skills: 
 Speak English, use Russian and Italian. 

PUBLICATIONS (selected): 
 Popovic, K., Skocajic, D. (1996): OPEN SPACES IN THE FUNCTION OF SATISFYING THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS, International conference, "Architecture - 

Urbanism at the of the III Millennium", November 13-15, Belgrade, pp. 425-430. 
 Vujicic, D., Skocajic, D. (1996): THE POSSIBILITY OF EXPANDING GREEN AREAS IN THE DEVELOPED CITY AREAS IN BELGRADE, Scientific symposium "U 

susret GUP - u 2020", Beograd, pp. 182-189. 
 Vujkovic, Lj., Drageljevic, Z, Skocajic, D. (1997): TOPCIDER AND KOSUTNJAK - SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL STRUCTURES OF BELGRADE RECREATION 

POTENTIALS, International scientific symposium "50 years - Faculty of Forestry" Skopje, Macedonia. 
 Skocajic, D. (1998): OPEN SPACES IN THE FUNCTION OF SATISFYING THE ESTHETICAL NEEDS OF THE CITISENS, "Urbs" No. 9, Beograd. 

PROJECTS (selected): 
 1998: Participation in working team for Master Project: Landscape arrangement of the fish pond in Arsenica, Greece  
 2002: Participation in working team for Master Project: Revitalization of surroundings of the Serbian monastery Hilandar, Greece. 
 2002: Participation in working team for Master Project: Reconstruction of the City park in Trebinje, BiH. 
 2004: Participation in working team for Master Project: Landscape arrangement of green areas in Kostolac, Serbia. 
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Heini-Elina Soutamo 

Master of Arts 
Current status: Student 
 

Contact: 
University of Applied Sciences in Weihenstephan 
(Häme Polytechnic 
Lepaantie 129 
FI-14610 LEPAA, Finland) 
Phone (Telefon) 00358 50 338 2025 
Email helisot@luukku.com 
 

 

Short Biography  

25.04.1966, Lahti (Finland) 

 
2003 - continue Landscape Design Studies at Häme Polytechnic, Finland 

2002-2003 Horticultural Studies at Häme Vocational Institute, Finland 

1998-2002 Assistant for International Relations, Tulossilta Oy, Finland 

1997-1998 International Project Management Training at the Centre for Further Education 
University of Helsinki, Finland 

1996-1997 Pedagogical Studies at the University of Joensuu, Finland 

1994-1996 Customer Service, Kaufhaus Stolz GmbH, Germany 

1985-1994 Master of Arts in Translation Studies, Savonlinna School of Translation Studies, 
University of Joensuu, Finland 

 

Annik Sträßle 

Cand. Dipl. Ing. der Landschaftsarchitektur 
Current status: student 
 

Contact: 
Fachhochschule Weihenstephan 
Am Hofgarten 4 
85350 Freising 
08161-713657 

private: 
Tirolerweg 27 
79111 Freiburg 
Germany 
annik.littlestreet@gmx.net 

 
Short Biography: 
23.04.79 born in Freiburg, Germany 
August 1985 –June 1989 Primaryschool, Schönbergschule Freiburg 
September 1989 – June 1999 Wentzinger Gymnasium, Freiburg 
June 1999 Abitur 
August 1999 - May 2000 Art studies at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. 

Main focus on painting and drawing; participated in competitional 
exhibition. 

December 1999 – April 2000 Practikum at the Comunity Health Center, Anchorage, Alaska. 
Psychosocial work with hyperactive and abused children.  
Behaviourstudies, assistance with occupation-, art- and designtherapy; 
reflection and supervision in the team. 

December 2000 – March 2001 Practikum for Ergotherapy at the Psychiatric Klinik, Emmendingen 
Worked in the gereatric section with mainly depressed, old people. 

2000-2001 worked as an artist in a private atellier. 
April 2001 – June 2001 Practikum at the Treenursery Hils Koop, Freiburg. 
Since October 2001 Studies of Landscapearchitecture at the FH-Weihenstephan. 
March 2003 – July 2003 Practicum at the Landscape gardening company Herbert Frank, Freiburg. 

Several times of vacation working followed. Gained insights in plantlife 
as well as in all kinds of construction works. 

October 2003 – February 2004 Practicum at the Landscapearchitecture office Pit Müller, Freiburg. 
Gained scills in Auto Cad. 

October 2005 – January 2006 Tutorial as an Assistant at Prof. Wilk for plandisign. 
Supervision and support during practical lectures for 1. semester  
students of landscapearchitecture. Help in design and technical 
questions. 

March 2006 VITA NOVA Workshop at Stift Zwettl. 
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Jürgen Suda 

Dipl. Ing., Dipl. Ing. 
Current status: Research Scientist, Ph.D. Student 
 

Contact: 
University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU) 
Department of Civil Engineering and Natural Hazards 
Institute of Structural Engineering (IKI) 
Peter Jordan Straße 82 
A-1190 Wien 
Tel: +43/1/47654/5256; email: juergen.suda@boku.ac.at 
 

 

Short Biography 
21st October 1972 (Wiener Neustadt) 
1979 – 1983: ground school, Wiener Neustadt, Austria 
1983 – 1987: grammar school, Wiener Neustadt, Austria 
1987 – 1992: grammar school HBLFA Schönbrunn (horticultural school), Vienna, Austria 

Specialisation on Garden- and Landscapedesign 
1992 – 2005: Study of Landscape Planning and Design (BOKU, Vienna) 
1993 – 2001: Study of Environmental Engineering (BOKU, Vienna) 
1999 – 2000: civilian service at Red Cross company Wiener Neustadt 
2001: Diploma in Environmental Engineering 

Diploma Thesis: „Measurement technology on Timberunits“ 
2001 – 2006: scientific assistant and lecturer on Institute of Structural Engineering 
since 2004: Phd-Thesis, „Optimization of structural units of Ultra High Performance Fibre 

Reinforced Concrete“ 
2005: Diploma in Landscape Planning and Design 

Diploma Thesis: „Bridges in Landcape“ 
since 2006: Research Scientist on Institute of Structural Engineering 

current project: „Monitoring conceps for torrential barriers“ 
 

Martin Treberspurg 

Univ. Prof. Arch. DI Dr.  
Current status: Professor 
 

Contact: 
University of Natural Ressources and Applied Life Sciences - BOKU, Vienna 
Department of Structural Engineering + Natural Hazards 
Institute for Structural Engineering; Sustainable Constructions 
 

Peter Jordan Straße 82, 
A-1190 Vienna, Austria; Phone: +43-(0)1-47654-5260 
Email: martin.treberspurg@boku.ac.at; Website: www.boku.ac.at 
 

 

Short Biography 
Date of birth: 23.01.1953 
Place of Birth: Vienna, Austria 
Nationality: Austrian 
 

1971 – 1977:studied architecture and construction engineering at the Technical University of Vienna, 
worked at the studios of Prof. Anton Schweighofer, and Prof. Johann Georg Gsteu; project manager at Arch. 
Silberkuhl in Essen, Industrial construction and architecture 
since 1982: Freelance architect 
1982 – 1996: Assistant professor for architecture at the Technical University of Vienna 
1985 – 1990: ARGE Architekten Reinberg-Treberspurg 
1992: Granting of the Doctorade at the Technical University of Vienna 
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w w w . a c a d e m i a - d a n u b i a n a . n e t

Project conception
European monasteries, which form an architectural unit with the church´s 
structural facilities and open spaces, are to a large extent separated from 
its surroundings. Due to new tasks and necessary economic activities, new 
concepts should be developed in order to consider future uses of the 
buildings of monasteries and their free spaces. Particularly the question of 
how similar monasteries in east and west can be improved in the future is 
to be regarded. This can be done by concrete structural and economic 
measures, which lead to a better integration of the monasteries into the 
region and therefore improve their chances to persist.

Together with students from the Danube states and with representatives 
from science, administration and the church, solutions for a future 
development of the monastery Zwettl are examined in a communicative 
learning process.

A network of excellence called ACADEMIA DANUBIANA was established to 
promote a higher degree of territorial integration with the accession 
countries within the Danube region. The ACADEMIA DANUBIANA focuses 
on a scientific and educational network within various disciplines and 
paradigms in planning and systems design. It is addressed to all members 
of the socio-economic, ecological and administrative community in the 
broad sense – local authorities, students, teachers and non-government 
organisations.

The aim of this program is about the working out of visionary concepts 
and projects, offering postgraduate study programs and seminars to 
promote mutual learning within a dialogue between municipalities, 
universities, concerned industries, business, non governmental 
organisations and the society. The results should be communicated to the 
political-administrative system and the universities in the Danube region.
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Sustainable development concept in the monastery Zwettl 
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