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1 INTRODUCTION 
The cities of Deggendorf, Passau, Linz, Krems, Wien, Györ und Budapest as well as 
the Marktgemeinde Ottensheim have decided upon transnational co-operation along 
the Danube. Within the framework of the community initiative INTERREG IIC and co-
financed by PHARE, representatives of research institutes, of universities and public 
administration have realized the BRIDGE – LIFELINE DANUBE project together. 
Germany, Austria, Slovakia and Hungary have been the participating countries. 
Having arranged a successfull Kick-off Meeting in Krems1 and a Seminar in 
Bratislava2 a final conference took place in Györ November 16th to 18th 2000. 
2 THE PREPARATION OF THE CONFERENCE 

2.1 THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INDIVIDUAL PROJECT GROUPS 
Water is an important element wherever there is life. The question how water in the 
city can be made a central issue is an aspect of our project. In this respect, the 
polarity between conservation of nature on the one hand and ´lebensraum´ actively 
used by man along the Danube on the other hand is highlighted.  
 
The “hot spots” project - designing open space along the Danube - is run by 
representatives of the department of town planning in Linz as well as colleagues from 
Bratislava, Vienna and Krems. They have been devising concrete projects for open 
space design along their river banks. To demonstrate the goals, problems and 
solutions of sustainable land development with the help of river banks, the treatment 
of “hot spots” in the participating cities was chosen as one activity amongst others in 
the first seminar. In a first meeting, representatives from Bratislava, Deggendorf, 
Krems, Passau and Vienna suggested possible areas for open space design. 
Moreover, there was another meeting in Ottensheim near Linz on 29th August 2000 
and a presentation of student outcomes in Linz.3 www.kulturschiff.ottensheim.at 
 
For his “hot spot” group Hugo Potyka has prepared a concrete project for the 
Handelskai in Vienna. In the summer term 2001 this student project will be carried 
out. Students from different institutes of architecture, landscape planning and space 
planning based at home and abroad are expected to meet for a workshop which will 
be organised by the IFL of the University of Agricultural Sciences (BOKU) and the 
IFOR of the Technical University Vienna. Talks about co-ordination and funding have 
been held with representatives of various municipal departments of Vienna. 
contact: Hugo Potyka: potyka@edv1.boku.ac.at 
 
Studies for the creation of regional green belts, bio corridors and open space 
planning are being examined. Concrete projects on the topic of ”The City on the 
Water” are already under way in Krems, Linz and Vienna. They focus, first of all, on a 
transdisciplinary approach studying the planning and development of a site 
characterised by multiple functions and needs and secondly on their realisation with 

                                            
1 vergleiche 1. Zwischenbericht und Tagungsbericht Krems 
2 vergleiche . Zwischenbericht und Tagungsbericht Bratislava 
3 Prof. Roland Gnaiger and Ulrike Böker prepared this event. 
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the help of measures from the private sector.4 Besides, local Agenda 21 processes in 
the municipalities of Vienna, Krems and Deggendorf are being described. 
 
On the basis of a national analysis and diagnosis of the central Hungarian part of the 
Danube, main goals and priorities were set up for future activities. Three working 
groups were creating proposals and recommendations in relation to the BRIDGE 
project to develop guidelines for recreation areas along the Danube, establish bio 
corridors, suggest tourism activities, discuss mobility issues etc. 
contact: Richard Ongjerth – Studio Metropolitana metropolitana@mail.matav.hu 
 
The bridge near Schlosshof and Devinska Nova Ves for the international cycle 
path along the Danube is planned and realised by students from Bratislava, 
Deggendorf and Vienna. There has already been a ”design workshop” for the 
presentation of ideas of technique, design and construction. The design of the bridge 
has already been finished. The project of this bridge was presented to the public at 
the Bratislava town hall in April 2000. 
contact: Konrad Deffner deffner.voitlaender@t-online.de 
 
Regional strategies in the development of settlement and space are being developed 
such as creating green belts or allowing mixed use in new building areas so as to 
reduce commuter traffic in the long run. The ecologisation of the Danube region could 
be a basic strategy of the integration of sustainable planning processes. Concrete 
sub-projects are “Traffic development in the Vienna - Bratislava - Györ region”, 
the creation of our own homepage 5 and strategic thoughts on new settlement 
developments along the Danube. This project offers the chance to gain valuable 
incentives for the whole Bridge project drawing on data and facts about landscape 
and structural analyses of areas of settlement and river banks examined by university 
students from Gödöllö and Budapest. 
contact: Gabor Onodi onodi@svr-sun.ktg.gau.hu 
 
Sustainable traffic development in the Vienna - Bratislava - Györ region: 
Planning deficiencies are to be revealed and the demand for co-ordination and action 
with regard to traffic connections and bio corridors is to be examined. 
contact: Thomas Macoun thomas.macoun@tuwien.ac.at 
 
Bio corridor: A common methodology for the creation of a bio corridor is to be 
devised and an optimum landscape structure - from the point of view of landscape 
ecology - is to be developed. 
contact: Milan Ruzicka mrukruri@savbe.sk 
 
Network of cycle paths in the Danube region: The tourist information office in 
Deggendorf is supposed to co-ordinate this project so as to create a common 
marketing and infrastructure concept for cycle paths from Donaueschingen down to 
the Black Sea. 
contact: Pia Olligschläger tourist-info@passau.de 

                                            
4 Cf. ÖIR/IFL (2000): „NEUGESTALTUNG DES URFAHRANER MARKTGELÄNDES“. Expertise - 
Phase 1 im Auftrag des Wirtschaftsservices Linz. Wien: ÖIR Web-site: www.oir.at  
5 see www.lifelinedanube.net 
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2.2 MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS 
In autumn 2000, an INTERREG contact meeting rook place between representatives 
of the “BLAUES Band Elbe-Labe” project and the Bridge Lifeline Danube project. Due 
to the initiative of the company ARCADIS a preliminary talk was held in Vienna on 
28th July when it was agreed to exchange experiences from both projects in Linz and 
Krems from 28th to 30th September.6 The INTERREG IIC project BLAUES BAND 
Elbe-Labe has been running since the end of 1998 with the touristic development of 
the Elbe water system as its goal. Participants of this event in Linz and Krems were 
representatives of the sciences, of ministries and planning institutions from 
Brandenburg, Sachsen-Anhalt, Sachsen, the Czech Republic as well as the Bridge 
project. 
contact. m.bock@arcadis.de 
 
There is an interesting discussion at the moment about the Eastern enlargement with 
the MOEL states together with the Club of Rome. As part of the Austrian “Support 
Centres” of the Club of Rome, the experience of the Bridge project such as the 
”future search conference” from 9th to 10th November 2000 is to be presented. 
Problems of being environmentally conscious in Europe and the MOEL states will 
also be an item on the agenda. 
 
A very interesting seminar from 4th to 6th May 2000 was organised by Bystrik Bezak 
in Bratislava. As part of the trilateral co-operation NACHBARSCHAFT ’21, a 
discussion was held at the Technical University Bratislava aiming at a fruitful co-
operation for the sustainable development of the three-border region. 
Representatives of the sciences and public administration took a stand on territorial 
development A very interesting seminar from 4th to 6th May 2000 was organised by 
Bystrik Bezak in Bratislava. As part of the trilateral co-operation NACHBARSCHAFT 
’21, a discussion was held at the Technical University Bratislava aiming at a fruitful 
co-operation for the sustainable development of the three-border region. 
Representatives of the sciences and public administration took a stand on territorial 
development planning7, traffic planning8 and ecology of building. 
contact: Bystrik Bezak e-mail: bezak@svf.stuba.sk 

 
In May, Prof. Attila Csemez and his students visited open space design projects of 
the ”hot spot” group in Krems.9 With a larger group of students he also visited 
Deggendorf from 17th to 18th April 2000. They had a reception at the mayor, saw the 
banks of the Danube and the Fachhochschule Deggendorf10 and had ample 
opportunity to learn about the problems of the Danube as a traffic route. Generally 
the exchange of experiences within the BRIDGE project was estimated very positive 
and all the partners from Budapest and Deggendorf will continue on the project in the 
future. 
                                            
6 Report Fa. ARCADIS: INTERREG-ionales Kontakt-MEETING. Projektraum-Befahrung 28.9.-
30.9.2000.Participants, procedure, extracts from the talks, impressions, discussions, results. See Fa. 
ARCADIS Heidemij Advies. Sternstraße 8. D-39104 Magdeburg. phone: 0049 (0) 391 / 5312123 
7 KVARDA, Werner (2000): Entwicklungschancen im Großraum Wien - Bratislava. in: BEZAK, Bystrik: 
Medzinárodn´y Seminár. SUSEDSTVO ’21. NACHBARSCHAFT ’21 SZOMSZEDSAG ’21. Bratislava: 
STU Stavebna fakulta ES - Vydavatelstvo STU 
8 KNOFLACHER, Hermann (2000): Verkehrsverhalten und ökologische Prinzipien. in: BEZAK, Bystrik: 
Medzinárodn´y Seminár. SUSEDSTVO ’21. NACHBARSCHAFT ’21 SZOMSZEDSAG ’21. Bratislava: 
STU Stavebna fakulta ES - Vydavatelstvo STU 
9 Project report in the making; Imola Lantay IFL 
10 See text ”Termine.doc” 
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In spring 2000, various field-trips took place which were also reported extensively. 
First, a design workshop for 2nd year LAP students (4th semester) of the Vienna 
University of Agricultural Sciences (BOKU) was held in Linz.11 During the field-trip 
“Rolling University” these students were acquainted with the Bridge project in 
Bratislava and informed about issues of city development planning by representatives 
of the Technical University Vienna and the “Dom Europy”.12 
2.3 THE PREPARATION OF THE CONFERENCE 
The meeting of the project team in Ottensheim from 29th to 30th August 2000 helped 
towards the intensive preparation of the conference in Györ.13 Unfortunately, 
representatives of Slovakia and Hungary could not come and the time left for the 
preparation was rather short. 
 
The preparation of the conference was accompanied by some difficulties. Since 
PHARE-funds for the pre-financing of the event could not be made available in time, 
the conference had to be moved to Györ in the last minute. The city authority of Györ 
agreed to organise the conference.14 
3 THE CONFERENCE IN GYÖR (MILESTONE 3) 
This conference intends for the various projects groups to present their work and 
then, in the course of guided group work, turn the individual themes of their work into 
a whole according to the goals of the project. The idea is to present theme-oriented 
models of “good practices”.15 Moreover, the experience of present achievement 
should become a perspective for future developments. This involves coming to 
agreements for the future which could become part of new INTERREG IIIB projects 
in the course of further co-operation and a continuation of the Bridge project. 
3.1 GOALS OF THE CONFERENCE 
One of the goal of the conference was to join the existing projects with future 
perspectives. 
The second goal was to think about future co-operation to realize “good practices”. 
3.2 STATE OF THE ART OF THE PROJECT 
The various project groups were approaching very differently planning activities 
between other sectors. Only in some cases co-operation between municipalities and 
universities took place. Most of the presented projects were elaborated within an own 
field of action. This makes it necessary to think about new working strategies for 
future co-operation within our intended planning activities. 

                                            
11 PROJEKTBERICHT LINZ EXKURSION. IFL 
12 EXKURSIONSBERICHT ”Rollende Universität”. IFL 
13 See doc. Mr Busch from Deggendorf, Mr Freund from Passau and Mr Brunner from Linz were 
present. 
14 Cf. co-ordination talk at the IFL on 17.10.2000; see protocoll 17.10.00.doc 
15 Cf. BRIDGE-AT-0900.DOC!!!! MONITORING SHEET 
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Working on moderated plenary discussion forums, the whole group was setting focal 
points for future contents within the project. The figures show the ranking of disposed 
dots. 

+ Extension of city co-operation (36) 
+ Work out a common goal for the project (28) 
+ Develop a bio corridor along the Danube for flora and fauna ((25) 
+ Creating a transfer of science for experts and civil servants (23) 
+ Improve public relations in the cities along the Danube (11) 
+ Increase the efficiency of transport on the Danube river (8) 

3.3 FUTURE CO-OPERATION 
The contents and focal points of the former discussion was a basis for continuation of 
the BRIDGE project in the future to define new topics. The result of the group work 
was combined into four fields of activity. 
 

1) Project “Bio corridor”. Establish relevant spaces for ecological needs along 
the danube between Vienna and Budapest. This means, that ecological 
sustainability requires limits to technology, limits to the stress factors placed 
on the biosphere and reducing material flows. 

2) Project “Learning along the Danube”. Developing a concept for future 
orientated science and establish new premises. The university should be the 
heart of a learning organisation as a dialogue arena and research laboratory 
for all actors within our society. 

3) Project “Ecologisation”. Ecologisation means to introduce principles of 
ecology, environmental protection and education into all areas of social 
progression.  

4) Project “Umbrella”. Finally planning and designing for a sustainable use of 
our common potentials along the Danube means, that all participants are 
involved within this ever changing process to protect the old remains of the 
natural landscape and to nurture the land under cultivation. 

3.4 CHARTA “Bridge-Lifeline Danube” 
One of the outstanding results of this conference was to dismiss a mutual CHARTA, 
which has been signed by the audience of all politicians, officials, teachers and 
students. This was an attempt to establish the project for the public, to achieve 
transnational results in the future. The Lifeline Danube Charter is based on preceding 
documents, in particular the local Agenda 21 and the European Spatial Development 
Perspective. 
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4 CONTINUATION OF THE PROJECT 
We will summarize now all the papers of authors of the final conference, as well as 
important contributions of the working groups to establish a collection of good 
practices for a final publication. All activities, budgetary issues and most important 
results will be presented in a final report. 

+ Presentation of expected and actual results. 
+ What did we learn in the project and what do we need to carry out 

ecologisation in the Danube region. 
+ Finally we should ask the question, what are the benefits for the 

participating cities joining the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
contact: 
Werner Kvarda 
A-1190, Vienna, Peter Jordanstraße 82 
Institute for Landscape Architecture and Landscape Management – IFL 
University of Agricultural Sciences - BOKU 
e-mail: freiraum@mail.boku.ac.at 
www: http://ifl.boku.ac.at/ Wien, March 2001 
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